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Bread-Making At A Woodsmoke 


Editorial 


“Tn the first available copy of a Falcon magazine (found in the school 
archives) it appears that exploration formed part of school life in the 
first year of the school. When Sir Robert Tredgold was Chief Justice 
of Southern Rhodesia, he took a group of boys from the newly opened 
school to the Matopos and walked most of them off their feet. The Society 
limped on with its day trips for some time until it was swallowed by the 
Natural History Society. During this time, inevitably, it took colour from 
ie “acne first having an eenacHonipe! flavour, then aspiring to orni- 
thology. 


In 1967, the Society was resurrected by three sixth formers who had 
been on an Outward Bound course in the Chimanimani Mountains, and 
abseiling and rock climbing have flourished ever since. Another suggestion ~ 
they made was that annual expeditions should be mounted to interesting 
places. With no equipment at first, the Society has steadily built up and 
over the years has contributed some useful material. 


Two new species of dragon fly have been found on expeditions, one 
named Trithemis Falconis after the College. Several times the Society 
has been able to supply the map it made of Drotsky’s Cave to other 
speliologists. 


Now firmly established as a part of the Falcon way of life, it has 
given birth to the Woodsmoke Club, to educate younger boys in the ways 
of the wild . 


“Bulawayo’s National Museum has been associated with Falcon 
College Expeditions, ably led by John Stakesby-Lewis, for nearly a 
decade and has greatly benefited from material results and through 
experience of exclusive areas not easily visited, Such Expeditions require 
much preparation and initiative. They not only cater for Museum specia- 
lists, but can be informatively beneficial to students. 


Students are more conveniently briefed before these journeys than 
at odd moments in busy camp-life, with emphasis on particular Museum 
requirements and how to set traps. This perhaps leads to increased co- 
operation between students and leaders, the students derive more scientific 
application, the Museum receives critical assistance. It is not easy to 
impart specialized information during brief sessions, but this can provide 
a preliminary basis and may sometimes awaken trends of student 
interests...” 
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School Notes 


During 1974 Mr. P. C. Nicolle and Mr. J. Bryce Hendrie were appoin- 
ted to the Board of Governors. Mr. Nicolle lives in Sinoia and will thus 
represent the Mashonaland country districts; while Mr. Hendrie, who is 
the first Old Boy to be elected to the Board, lives in Salisbury. He is 
currently the Chairman of the Old Boys’ Society. 

At the same time three of the longest-serving Members of the Board, 
Mr. R, Henwood, Mr. G. D. Milne and Mr. F. Bryce Hendrie, accepted 
“non-active status”, Fortunately this does not mean, as the Chairman 
pointed out at Prize-Giving, that they become more than technically “non- 
active” in making room for younger men, and that we can look forward 
to the continuing benefits of their interest and counsel. 

The Dugmore Memorial Library was officially opened shortly before 
Prize-Giving in November by Mrs. Molly Dugmore. Despite the perversity 
of the weather, the occasion was attended by the President of the Board 
of Governors, Sir Robert Tredgold, Lady Tredgold, Colonel and Mrs. J. 
M. Knox (Col. Knox was subsequently the Guest of Honour at the Prize- 
Giving) and a large number of parents and visitors. - 

Mr. K. C. Bedwell, who came to fill a temporary gap in the Physics 
Department last January, left at the end of the Second Term, We wish 
him and his wife a pleasant tour of duty in New Zealand, where they 
have now gone, In May we welcomed Mr. R, Reeve-Johnson as Senior 
Physicist. 

Mr. P. J. Creswell, the Director of Music, resigned at the end of the 
Second Term. He is currently engaged in producing a new and expanded 
version of his musical, “Robbie’s Gone”, which enjoyed considerable 
success when it first appeared in Bulawayo last January. We wish him 
every success with his new venture. 

We welcomed three new members of Staff in the New Year. The 
first is hardly “new” in terms of acquaintance, since it is Mr. I. G. Jones, 
who is returning to augment the Maths Department; the others are Mr. 
Goodburn, who is only slightly less familiar from his years at Plumtree 
and St. Stephen’s, and who will teach Languages; and Mrs. T. van Wyk 
(who is also far from unfamiliar, having lived at Falcon for a large part 
of her life) who will teach Afrikaans. 

1974 opened with an enrolment of 373, the largest in the School’s 
history, and this has been maintained in the current year. Inevitably, 
this has led to certain pressures of accommodation, some of which have 
been partly relieved by minor alterations and additions to the Dining Hall 
and to the study accommodation in Hervey and Oates. 

The Cadets for whose activities we have never found“a more suitable 
name, were successfully re-introduced in 1974 and quickly flourished. 
The annual course culminated in an arduous three-day camp near the , 
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However handsome and well-appointed it may be, a building in itself 
doesn’t necessarily make a good library. Obviously, what goes on the 
shelves matters a great deal: but what matters most is not the quality 
of the building or the quantity of the books: it it the way a library is used. 

One of the things that gives me most satisfaction about the Memorial 
Library is its situation. It occupies a pivotal point for the orbit of nearly 
all school activities, so that if a boy is going to class, or to Dining Hall, 
or back to his House, his path will bring him past the Library. It is 
even possible that some of those returning from sessions of unarmed 
combat on the Rugby fields may be tempted by proximity to exercise 
their minds with a book. : 

I don’t think any of us have to be told how important it is that the 
young should read, and read for pleasure; and that in a country blessed 
with sunshine there are a good many counter-attractions to seduce the 
active and healthy from the companionship of books. It was one of 
the unconsidered blessings of my own childhood that a miserable climate 
induced me to read, and that inducement does not exist for Rhodesian 
children, This being so, I am both fascinated and encouraged by some 
of the statistics the Librarian has given me, culled from records she has 
kept over the past two years. For example, over this period the average 
daily book issues from the Lending Library, which provides leisure reading, 
has risen steadily from 18 to 38. Excluding the Reference Library, the 
average boy reads seven books in a term — the higher number being 42, 
and the lowest 0! 80% of the School make use of the Lending Library. 
A further 16%, in her estimation, comprises senior boys with more serious 
motives who use the Reference Library only. By far the most popular 
reading matter remains, inexplicably, books on the Second World War; 
and there is a curious resistance among the younger generation to books 
with hard covers: for instance, Conan Doyle’s, “Hound of the Baskervilles” 
has not been borrowed once in two years in the hard-back version, while 
the paper-back edition has been issued twelve times this year. More 
important, perhaps, is that a study of individual case histories shows a 
pleasing progression from the juvenile to the respectable, I should like 
to pay tribute to the work of Mrs. Roff as Librarian, and at the same 
time acknowledge the friendly assistance we have always received from 
the Bulawayo Library and the National Free Library; and I am confident 
that what looks like a healthy trend in library usage will receive tremendous 
impetus from the facilities we have now been given in the Dugmore 
Memorial Library. 

I should like to say something about the experimental Open Day 
we held recently — or more particularly about the reasons for it. 

Ever since Tom Brown’s schooldays there has been a conspiracy on 
the part of those attending boarding schools to keep their parents in total 
ignorance of practically everything except the results of school matches. 
Indeed, it always was part of the schoolboy code to be reticent in these 
matters, so that the weckly letter home was more likely to discuss, with 
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laconic brevity, the weather and the glories of the first XV and to pass 
over entirely the fact that one had been roasted over a fire by Flashman. 
This conspiracy was aided and abetted by schoolmasters, who regarded 
parents suspiciously as a potential nuisance, and the Ideal Parent was 
judged by the promptness with which he paid the fees and the infrequency 
of his visits to the school. 


Things have improved a good deal since then, but much of this sort 
of thinking remains, so that there is often a serious communication gap 
between parent and school. This gap, of course, tends to be widened 
for those separated from the school by geographical distance, and these 
comprise the majority. There always have been, it is true, occasions in 
the School Calendar like Sports Days when four or five hundred parents 
descend on the school; but on these the sheer weight of numbers tends 


to intimidate the teaching staff into hiding behind starting pistols and- 


stop-watches and to preclude any kind of real contact. 


I am very grateful to those parents who have nudged me out of a 
position I was perhaps too ready to defend. In the recent experiment 
we limited the attendance to those parents who live more than 150 miles 
from the School, and we sought to show them something of what happens 
to a boy from the moment he arrives here — the methods of selection and 
assessment procedures throughout his career — until he emerges at the 
other end with, we hope, some idea of what he wants to do with his life 
and the right qualifications to do it. For good measure we threw in two 
other features of school life, largely because they were easier to demonstrate 
visually: science teaching and Cadet training. 

For myself — perhaps I should say in spite of myself — I found 
it a very stimulating experience; and a measure of its success was that 
perhaps too many attended. We had hoped for about 60 and in the 
event we had over 100 — some from as far afield as Malawi and Zambia. 
It taught us two things: first, how little most parents know about our 
routine procedures; second, that we take far too much for granted in 
assuming what we think is familiar to them. We intend to repeat the 
experiment for those who live closer to Falcon next term, on the 27th 
February. 

There is another kind of mystique about education that I sometimes 
think is deliberately designed to confuse the poor parent, or at least to 
keep him in the disadvantageous position of realising that whatever hap- 
pened in his schooldays, things are very. different now. Much of this 
stems from the Schools Council, an august body in Britain whom I am 
sufficiently far away from td speak of with'lack of reverence. They are 
the arbiters of the levels O and. A and S, and about once a year they produce 
a new examination structure, labelled with different letters of the alphabet, 
which would certainly add to the mystification were it not for the fact 
that they seldom can persuade other educational bodies to agree with 
them. 


ee 


But they must be equipped properly if they want to fly far and high, and 
I can think of no better flying school than the Upper Sixth year. 


Finally, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is pleasant to come to the end 
of another year without having to say any goodbyes to teaching staff. 
I don’t think the modern schoolmaster fancies himself as a Mr. Chips, 
and I think he is right to move about a little in search of experience rather 
than stay in one place for 30 years, But at the same time stability is good 
for a school’s continuity, and I am grateful for it. The goodbyes we have 
to say today, therefore, are reserved for the school-leavers. For the most 
part they are no longer boys, but young men, and most of them will shortly 
be called upon to play a man’s part in the defence of their country. I 
don’t think we need have any anxieties about them on that score: they 
have served us well and are likely to do the same for Rhodesia. It is 
just another of those experiences that they will profit from if they are 

.Teady to meet it, and I am sure that they are. I am glad to have the 
opportunity to wish them godspeed in the words of that line of Vergil 
from which our school motto is derived: 


Go forth in your new-found courage, young man; for thdt is the 
way to the stars. 


Colonel Knox’s Speech 


In his interesting address, the guest speaker, Lt. Col. W. M. Knox, 
Director of Press Liaison, contrasted the present world situation to it’s 
comparative stability when he was young, He emphasized the startling 
speed of changes and the alarming deterioration in standards of conduct. 
From the mass slaughter of the first World War and the germination of 
the seeds of international communism. Colonel Knox traced the develop- 
ment of our turbulent century during which young people have constantly 
been called upon to make sacrifices for the causes in which they believed. 
Following the bestialities of the second holocaust there have been staggering 
advances in science and technology and in the midst of all the resultant 
social upheaval and bewildering changes, Colonel Knox admitted that he 
was unable to give any material advice to leavers. Instead, he stressed 
the importance of having a yardstick to live by, a code of behaviour in- 
corporating loyalty and patriotism, He closed his speech by quoting the 
well-known but seldom heeded advice recorded in Old St. Paul’s Church, 
Baltimore, nearly three hundred years ago, ending: “With all it’s sham, 
drudgery and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world.” 

Finally Colonel Knox said that in spite of all the horrors he had 
outlined, if those leavers who were about to fulfil military obligations 
enjoyed their service half as much as he had in the army, then they were 
certainly booked for a good time. 
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The Dugmore Memorial Library 


My, The Upstairs Room 


The 


Study Area 4 


Form I: 


Form II: 


Form III: 


Form IV: 


Lower VI: 


Upper VI: 


Prize Winners, 1975 


Form Prize: C. J. Cunliffe. 
Good Work Prizes: D. P. C. Tennick, A. J. Thomas. 


Form Prize: M. J. Bollen. 
Good Work Prizes: P. J. D. Wesson, P. M. de Groot, P. D. Wright, 
A. J. Stewart, W. R. Lancaster. 


Form Prizes: C. P. O. Mostert, J. F. Whidborne, H. E. C. Hamilton. 
Good Work Prizes: A. J. Randell, A. H. Matthews, J. S. Powell-Jones, 
P. C. Lindsell. 


English: D. A. Seftel. : 
French: N. M. H. Bewes. 

Afrikaans: M. R. D. Shannon. 

Latin: N. M. H. Bewes. 

History: N. M. H. Bewes. 

Geography: W. G. Jackson. 

Mathematics: W. G. Jackson. 

Physics: W. G. Jackson. 

Chemistry: W. G. Jackson. 

Biology: W. G. Jackson. 


English: N. H. >. Stansbury- 

Latin: B. M. Thal 

History: N. H. D. "Stansbury. 

Geography: J. M. oa we 
Mathematics (Pure): L. J. D. Cox. | 
Mathematics (Applied): M. H. De la Fargue. 
Physics: M. Greyvensteyn. 

Chemistry: A. J. Millar. 

Biology: N. D. Judd. 

Economics: D. D. Bonthrone. 


English: G. C. L. Fleming. 

French: G, S. Wasserman. 

Afrikaans: M. D. Molver. 

Latin: D. A. Reeler. : 

History: B. Burrell, G. S. Wasserman. 
Geography: C. N. Mackay. 
Mathematics (Pure): R. M. O. Sinek. 
Mathematics (Applied): R. M. O. Sinek. 
Physics: E. P. S. ffrench-Constant. 
Chemistry: D. A. Collings. 

Biology: E. P. S. ffrench-Constant. 


SPECIAL PRIZES: 


Handwriting (Form 1): S. Baillie-Cooper. 

Reading (Junior): P. D. Wright. 

Reading (Senior): R. J. Whitney. 

Art (Junior): C. P. O. Mostert. 

Art (Woodall et for Drawing): W. J. MacGregor. 
Art (Senior): J. M. Cunningham. 
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Music: H. R. B. Rudd, W. G. Jackson. 

Peregrine Prize: C. D. Kenny. — 

Agg-Manning Cup for Speech and Drama: N. H. D. Stansbury. 
Current Affairs (Junior): J. F. Whidborne. 

Current Affairs (Senior): C. J. Kenny. 

Andrew Hope Memorial Essay: N. H. D. Stansbury. 

Greaves Trophy: M. J. Renahan. 

Governor’s Trophy: B. Burrell. 

Headmaster’s Prize: G. C. L. Fleming. 


SCHOLARSHIPS 


Government Scholarships: D, A. Collings and E. ffrench-Constant. 
Major Scholarship: B. Schur (Whitestone School). 


Minor Scholarships: C. J. Cunliffe (St, Christopher’s, Gwanda and Falcon 
College), D. P. C. Tennick (R.E.P.S. and Falcon College) and A, J. 
Thomas (Alexandra Park and Falcon College). 


Examination results 


In the lists that follow, results at “A” and “M” Levels are given 
only for those leaving school. Those in the Lower Sixth who passed “A” 
and “M” Level subjects are excluded (unless they have left school). Results 
from previous examination sessions are included where applicable. 


G.C.E. “A” LEVEL 


J. N. Anderson (Geography); B. Burrell (English, History, Pure Maths); P. Cilliers 
(Physics, Chemistry, Biology); D. A. Collings (Pure-and-Applied Maths, Physics, 
Chemistry*, Biology); C. de V. Dreyer (Afrikaans); E. ffrench-Constant (Pure-and- 
Applied Maths, Physics, Chemistry*, Biology); R. K. Finlayson (History, Geography, 
Pure Maths); G. C. L. Fleming (English, Latin, Pure.Maths); J. V. Gasson (Pure- 
and-Applied Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biology*); J. WV. Hadrys (History, Geo- 
graphy); N. D. Hill (Physics, Chemistry, Biology); P. N. Hodkinson (English, 
History); J. B. Kaufman (History, Geography); C. D. Kenny (English, History, 
Geography); C. N. Mackay (Geography, Pure-and-Applied Maths, Biology); G. M. 
Milton (English, Art, Geography, Biology); M. D. Molver (English, Afrikaans, 
History); M. Mulder (Geography); G. W. Mulders (History, Geography); C. P. 
Ranson (History, Geography); D. A. Reeler (English, Latin, Pure Maths); M. M. 
Reid (Physics); M. J. Renahan (Geography); C. A, Robertson (History, Pure-and- 
Applied Maths); H. R. B. Rudd (English*, Latin, Pure-and-Applied Maths); O. 
Salmon (English); J. Seymour-Smith (Geography, Chemistry, Biology); R. M. O. 
Sinek (Pure Maths, Applied Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Art); P. V. C. Smith (English, 
Pure Maths, Applied Maths); G. K. Templeton (History, Geography); R. F. Ward 
(History, Geography); G. S. Wasserman (English, French, History); T. J. B. White 
(History, Geography); R. J. Whitney (Pure-and-Applied Maths); W. P. G. Williams 
(History, Geography); M. R. Yesner (History, Geography). 


NOTE:—Passes in “S” papers are indicated by asterisk. 
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G.C.E. “M” LEVEL 
4 Passes: J. N. Anderson. 


3 Passes: L. L. Ashley, A. R. Beckett, A. K. Bone, M. Cleminson, G. J. Dodd, 
C. de V. Dreyer, J. N. Hall, N. G. Mackay, R. R. Mackay, C. A. Z - 
Pierides, M. J. Renahan, M. H. S. Stewart. 


2 Passes: M. M. Brooks, W. R. Cresswell, D. H. Dodd, A. R. Fleming, D. I. 
MacGregor. 


1 Pass: D. G. Gates, R. G. Keith, F. D. Threshie. 


G.C.E. “O” LEVEL 
9 Passes: R. Albany-Ward, C. E. Halsted, W. G. Jackson, J. D. Levitt, D. A. Seftel. 


8 Passes: (R. T. Brown, C. J. W. Danckwerts, P. H. Danckwerts, T. G. Grout, 
K. A. Margesson, S. C. O’Brien, R. J. P. Sinek, L. J. L. van Wyk. 


7 Passes: R. J. Ager, N. M. H. Bewes, A. Collier, R. V. Evans, J. J. Goo'rge,: 
S. Gibson, F. G. Harwood-Nash, G. Hughes, P. V. Randolph, J. J. Taylor. 


6 Passes: P. D. Bion, J. R. Denn, C. C. Dewar, I. S. Grossberg, B. M. Hawthorne, 
D. R. Hayden, M. G. Robinson, M. R. Shannon, L. G, Shenton, A. C. 
Wilson. 


5 Passes: S. P. Hawkshaw, I. M. Keay, J. W. Sanders, D. Traicos, R. E. Walker, 
G. A. Watson-Smith, G. A. Wilson. - 


4 Passes: P. J. Alexander, K. N. Annesley, L. D. Arthur, N. J. Beaman, A. Jamieson, 
L. H. Kirsten, C. T. Reed, C. D. Stratford, W. G. Swan, C. Townsley, 
R. D. Webster. 


3 Passes: S. J. Close, S. Y. Cooke, D. D. Goddard, G. D. Keith, G. Masters, G. L. 
Petler, A. Salmon, J. W. Sauls. 


2 Passes: M. Baillie-Cooper, P. Bate, B. K. Coventry, A. A. J. Pearson, D. R. 
Pillans, A. C. Waller. 


1 Pass: M. J. Francey, R. S. Swinton, B. R. Turner. 
Supplementary Passes: K. N. Allaway (1), A. C. Mason (1). 
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OBITUARY 
JOHN LAMB — 1962—1966 

In December Captain John Lamb was killed in a helicopter 
crash near Umtali. 

John Lamb entered the College in January 1962 from Whitestone 
School. In his final year he was Head of Founders House, was Captain 
of Cricket and was selected for the Rhodesian Schools Hockey Team. 
After leaving the College he kept up his association by playing for the 
Old Boys’ and more recently, as an Officer in the RAR. by bringing 
out platoons for training on the College property. 

As a schoolboy he is best remembered for his unfailing honesty, 
loyalty, hard work and sense of fun. 

It is tragic that an Officer with such qualities should have met so 
untimely an end. 

To his parents, wife and Tony, his twin brother, we offer our sincere 
condolences. 


OBITUARY 
KIM MARGESSON 

All those of us who knew Kim Margesson were deeply saddened to 
hear of his tragic death in the Christmas holidays. Kim came to Falcon 
from Digglefold School in 1972, and from the first showed himself to be 
unusually gifted, 

His academic record was distinguished and his “O” Level results, 
which were published recently, were amongst the best of his year. As a 
sportsman he showed an all-round ability that few could match. In 
particular, he was a fine cricketer and he had already played for the Ist 
-XI for half a season as a fifteen-year-old. Shortly before his death he 
had been on tour in South Africa with the Rhodesian Fawns XI. 

Yet, for all his talents, Kim remained unassuming and modest. This, 
along with the cheerful, good-natured manner won him the friendship 
and respect of us all. To his family we extend our most sincere sympathy. 
OBITUARY 

: D. V. BARRETT 


It was with great regret that we learned of the death of Douglas 
Vincent Barrett in a road accident on Sunday, 13 April, 1975. 

Douglas Barrett came to Falcon from Whitestone School in 1964, 
having won the African Associated Mines (closed) scholarship for that 
year, After writing his “A” Levels in 1968 he joined the Standard Bank, 
with whom he had service in Bulawayo, Gwanda and Marandellas. At 
the time of his death he was working as an internal auditor for Rhodesia 
‘Railways, At school he was a keen cricketer, playing regularly for the 
2nd XI, and musician. He was the only son of Mr, and Mrs. Herbert 
Barrett, of Bulawayo, to whom we extend our deepest sympathy. 
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Musie Notes 


While the first two terms were very active this year, under the guidance 
of Mr. Creswell, the last term showed a distinct lack of direction, as Mr. 
Creswell left us to venture into the world of show business with his musical, 
Robbie’s Gone. We were very sorry to see him go, and wish him the 
best of luck in his undertaking. 

Early in the first term the school was honoured by a visit from the 
African Marimba players from the Kwanangona Music School. They 
were heard by an enthusiastic audience in the school hall. Later in the 
term the school entered two items in the Bulawayo Eisteddfod: a movement 
from a Haydn symphony and a Sextet composed by Mr. Creswell. Both 
of these items were awarded Ist class certificates. Also representing the 
school in the Eisteddfod was Henry Rudd, who gained distinctions in 
two classes playing the flute. As well as this honour, Henry was invited 
to play in the Bulawayo Philharmonic Orchestra as 2nd flute. Unfor- 
tunately because of heavy school commitments he was able to play in 
only one concert, 

In the second term the school was represented in. the Mashonaland 
Schools’ Bands Festival held at C.B.C. There were also two instrumental 
concerts performed by boys and members of staff, one being held in the 
music school, the other in the school hall. Michael Robinson’s group 
acquitted themselves very well, both in the Essexvale- Variety Concert 
and the school’s own variety concert. 

Towards the end of the second term the following boys gained passes 
in the Royal School of Music examinations: 


Darcy Bower (Horn) — Grade V 

Sean Bryan (Piano) — Grade II 

Joan Gibbs (Trumpet) — Grade HI 
-Malcolm McGown (Piano) — Grade III 
Andrew Thomas (Violin) — Grade I 


During the year the choir performed anthems regularly in the school 
services, except during the third term when they were languishing under 
the unaccustomed baton of Mr. Hoole, who, together with the help of 
Miss Fromberg, put them through their paces in preparation for the Essex- 
vale Carol Concert and the school carol service As Mr, Hoole was away 
for the final performances, the Headmaster undertook to conduct the 
choir in these. 

Throughout the year the Bulawayo Philharmonic Orchestra concerts 
were attended by a number of boys, although it is to be regretted that in 
a number of cases it was affairs of the heart rather than music that provided 
most of the stimulus. It is hoped that in such instances some traces of 
music were absorbed during the long hours spent on the hard seats at 
the back of the City Hall. 
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Finally, we are all very grateful to Michael Robinson for playing 
the organ during the morning worship and services. 


R.J.H. 


Inter-House Singing Competition 


There is a slight tendency for throats to be sore at Falcon during 
Jacaranda time, so the San Sisters have observed, but there was a sharp 
increase in these early in November. The cause of this aggravation was 
the straining of vocal chords in enthusiastic rehearsals just before the 
competition. The set piece was “The Wassail Song’, but the over taxed 
chords remained unsoothed by the liquor featured by this trad. song 
or carol, 


The way in which each choir gave the piece its own special characteris- 


‘tics was, as always, intriguing. It would be strange if a musician or two 


could not be found in a family of about seventy people, and that powerful 
force “the house spirit” was exploited again by these irrepressible minstrels, 
The majority of the contestants seemed to look upon the set piece as a 
necessary bore and the one confident and happy choir gave the best 
performance. 


It cannot be denied that most people enjoyed the free pieces more 
with their opportunities for more original interpretation. “Any Dream 
Will Do” by Tredgold and “The Warrior Song” by Hervey were splendidly 
performed with haunting accompaniments. 

Miss Fromberg, an attractive young school mistress from Essexvale 
gave a thorough criticism in which she pulled no punches, but also duly 
praised, Before delivering her animadversions, the adjudicator declared 
she was nervous, but nobedy believed her, especially when she told the 
conductor of one choir (a well-meaning house master) that he had been 
no help at all. On reflection Miss Fromberg was extremely fair and 
emphasized the importance of choir discipline. Some of the less successful 
choirs were helped by talented musicians and solo performers who made 
beautiful music from attractive melodies. 


RESULTS 
Free choice second song 
1. FOUNDERS: “4 nnie’s Son” (John Denver). 


2. HERVEY: “The Warrior” (from “Ipi’N T ombia’) 


3. TREDGOLD: “Any Dream Will Do” (from “Joseph and his Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat’) 


4. GEORGE GREY: “The Ash Grove” (Trad. arranged) 
5. OATES: “The Sounds of Silence” (Simon and Garfunkel) 
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Drama Notes 


“A View from the Bridge” by Arthur Miller 


An authentic piece of life in the concrete jungle beside Brooklyn 
Bridge was brilliantly presented on the Falcon stage in April, when audien- 
ces were immediately transported to that noisy melting pot of cosmopolitan 
life from the first haunting notes of ships’ sirens. In the poor overcrowded 
apartment overlooking the water-front the problems and passions of 
Italian immigrants were enacted with a pathos that was utterly convincing 
by Falcon and Townsend Sixth Formers. . 


The producer, Mr. Dakin, chose to put on this “A” level set play 
primarily to assist his Upper Sixth English class and, judging by its recep- 
tion by guests from Bulawayo schools on the second evening, it was also 
a great help to them. Miller’s typical mid-century characters are brought 
face to face with the truth about themselves in their tragic predicament. 
Attention was rivetted to the well timed delivery in a way perhaps never 
seen on the Falcon stage. The dialogue and movements of the brooding 
action, so reminiscent of Ibsen’s work, advanced inexorably towards the 
stark violence of the double climax of the betrayal and revenge, Further 
realism was achieved by an admirable permanent set built by Mr. Gane 
which accurately caught the atmosphere of the sordid tenement. The 
proscenium represented a transparent facade, and the constant use of 
the apron and the auditorium as the street, brought the performance right 
into the audience. Even a telephone booth was realistically installed 
beside the front row. The superb casting and characterisation made it- 
very difficult to pick out individual performances and the actors all worked 
as a well directed team. It is most unfair to mention him alone, but 
Bruce Burrell’s portrayal of the heavy longshoreman Eddie Carbone was 
a masterpiece, 


In reviewing this performance neither excuses nor allowances need 
be made for the shortcomings of young amateurs. It was evident from 
the beginning that these people were totally absorbed in pure theatre 
which could be judged by much higher standards. The audience on the 
last night was spellbound and this play will long remain in many memories. 
It had the strength and tautness of the great bridge itself. 

AAT. 
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THE CAST 


Eddie Carbone we oe Bruce Burrell 
Louis UE A ie Sree da crated, Cy kate Michael Molver 
; Mike™ (ae Bes Mente Deere EAU Owen ‘Salmon 
PAI erITM vaseline aeimarcrnd Mies Neill Stansbury 
Gaieriner note tacm babies ce Lucy-Ann Wilson 
(Townsend) ( 
Beatrice... Pole Sarlinunase peas Ann Gillmaster 
; (Townsend) 
WEOVGO a Vrs od ta dete wat ude ..- Douglas Reeler 
ORY A ase at Spit rayh ee eigt i 2 Mark Andrews 
OGOLBRO, Wise tue Ge hat Henry Rudd 
Immigration Officers wo. Maxwell Schutte 
Mark Andrews 
NA PRL GVER ne, eet Aue) elas, Craig Halsted 
VE SEO HELIUM) eho le pe tet eee Stephanie Twiss 
Ch SUBIMALITIES. me heat gece Peter Methven 


Raymond Whitney 


“See How They Run” _ 


In any Staff play an essential ingredient must be absurdity. Those 
who spend a large part of their public lives, like clergymen, preaching 
and teaching and in attitudes of solemnity ought for a brief moment to 
be caught literally or figuratively with their pants down in a kind of 
‘Saturnalian reversal of their normal respectability, This «is why, for 
Staff plays, “Hamlet” and “The Caretaker” simply will not do, and one 
looks instead to the Aldwych farce. 


This being so, “See How They Run” has all the necessary ingredients: 
a country vicarage, three more-or-less reverend gentlemen, an ex-actress, 
a cockney maid, a virtuous village spinster — and perhaps above all a 
large cupboard where, in various combinations (in more senses than one) 
they can be closeted with bewildering lack of logic and confusion of 
identities. All this, while it makes considerable demands on the actors, 
makes none on the intellect, which in November is appropriately more 
concerned with O, M and A. For this reason alone we should be most 
grateful to the producer and his cast for an end-of-year entertainment 
which was, above all else, tremendous fun. 
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“See How They Run” 


Scenes From 


“A View From The Bridge” 


By far the most demanding role is that of Penelope Toop, the 
Vicar’s wife, a charming scatter-brain who has rather improbably ex- 
changed decorating the repertory stage for decorating pulpits. This was 
played with professional expertise and timing, and it was a pleasure to 
see Mrs. Marais back on the Falcon stage after too long an interval. 


Her ‘husband”, the Vicar, looked far more convincing in a dog collar: 


than in an artist’s smock and it is rumoured that, despite the excellence 
of his cuisine on expeditions, he may take over the vacant Chaplaincy — 
despite the strong claims of the Rev, Arthur Humphrey, who on this 
occasion combined suitable bewilderment with delightful inanity. No one 
really explained what the Rhodesian Air Force was doing in Suffolk in 
the September of ’44, nor really why it should take on clerical garb as 
a disguise, but in other respects it was a convincing and pleasing perfor- 
mance. “Miss” Skillon was a travesty of tranvestism, outrageously funny, 
a substantial skeleton in the Vicarage cupboard; while the Bishop of Lax, 
probably the most reasonable Divine in normal circumstances, depicted 
the virtue of patience tested beyond endurance. The German P.O.W., 
the cause of much misunderstanding, was a pleasing compromise between 
Adolf Hitler and Charlie Chaplin, and was not alone in being intimidated 
by the rumbling Sgt. Towers. Indeed, in this bedlam vicarage the only 
voice of sanity belonged to Ida, the maid — a pert, cockney sparrow who 
clearly enjoyed the lunatic behaviour of her betters as much as we did. 


It was a pleasant gesture on the part of the cast to give a second 
performance on behalf of the Lions Club of Essexvale, whose charities 
must have benefited considerably as a result. It also gave an opportunity 
to some of us to see it twice, with undiminished enjoyment; and it was 
difficult, in the few days that remained of term, to see certain familiar, 


sober figures in quite the same light as hitherto, It is to be hoped that» 


the long Christmas holiday will do ebhless to restore their images of 
respectability. 


_THE CAST 
IDA — The Maid occ sum Ope kta Mrs, M. Taylor 
WEESSYSKILE LON a.) ovine Siramitah eine yet A. B, Davey, Esq. 
THE REV. LIONEL TOOP . Lot ia Eee ee A, A. Taylor, Esq. 
PENELOPE TOOP — His Wife 20.0. ooo Mrs. M. Marais 
LANCE-CORPORAL CLIVE WINTON _..... R. Reeve-Johnson, Esq. 
THE ESCAPED GERMAN P.OW. 00. wun J. D. M. Dakin, Esq. 
DEE BISHOP OP “LAX alice ane When vy ae P. V. A. Philips, Esq. 
THE REV. ARTHUR HUMPHREY ....._..... P. G. Lane, Esq. 
SERGEANT TOWERS: 320 22 G8 sue.” ak M. S, Woolley, Esq. 


‘The Ghost Train’ 


Oates House is particularly well-equipped to produce a House play: 
quite apart from having more experienced and talented actors than any 
other House in the school, it seems that the entire backstage crew for 
every production at Falcon over the past few years has been made up of 
Oates boys, All this ability was put to work in Neill Stansbury’s produc- 
tion of “The Ghost Train” early in October. 


Recent sets at Falcon have made excellent use of the limited facilities, 
and this was certainly true of “The Ghost Train”. The country station 
waiting-room was typically dreary and yet somehow sinister, too, while 
the ‘platform’ outside and the trains that passed along it were cleverly 
evoked by. ingenious lighting and sound effects, In keeping with this 
was the stationmaster, (R. Danckwerts) whose deliberate movement and 
slow West Country accent helped create the uneasy atmosphere called 
for in the first two acts. 


The passengers trapped at Fal Vale for the night are a mixed bag, 
and the cast did well to capture the variety of temperament and attitude. 
In this, A. Beckett, as the spinsterish Miss Bourne, gave a lively comic 
touch which the audience enjoyed, while C. Danckwerts’ tart Elsie Winthrop 
and B. Thal as her husband managed to convey the tension and irritation 
a squabbling married couple will generate. 


Most of the faults in this production could be blamed upon the play- 
wright rather than on producer or cast and this was most apparent in 
the roles of Teddie Deakin (N. Stansbury) and Julia Price (Stephanie 
Twiss). The far-fetched developments of Act III make almost impossible 
demands on these two, who both have to reveal entirely new and unexpected 
facets of their personalities. It was all too forced, too abrupt, and good 
acting alone could not compensate for this fundamental weakness in the 
play itself. 


I think this is the first full length play to be staged at Falcon without 
any assistance from staff and that it should have been such a polished, 
lively and thoroughly efficient production says much for the initiative and 
skill of those involved. 
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House Notes 
George Grey House 


Housemaster: E. J. MARAIS, ESQ. 
House Tutor: R. A. ASHBY, ESQ. 
Head of House: B. BURRELL 
College Prefects: D. COLLINGS (Chapel), P. METHVEN, T. WHITE 
House Prefects; A. Bong, J. Haprys, C. MACKAY 


In many ways the House has been even more successful at sport than 
it was last year, winning the bulk of the major sporting events in the 
College and improving on the number of cups awarded for team events. 
It was also gratifying to see the number of boys, who before entering the 
Vith Form, were in B or C Forms collecting good work and subject 
prizes on Speech Day. 


If achievement at work and sport are to be the criteria by which a 
House is judged, then George Grey has been a good House in 1975. It 
would, however, be unwise to disregard certain disturbing trends which, 
although not confined to the House, have been far too evident there this 
year. I speak here of an unwholesome attitude to property, and so indirectly 
to the owners of the property; the College, the House, the Staff and the 
boys. Equally disturbing has been the egocentric outlook of some prefects 
and senior boys, who have been more interested in the modern philosophy 
of “doing their own thing” than in providing the example and basic 
disciplines, necessary for a happy House. Should these comments seem 
harsh, let it be understood that they have been made in order to cast 
some light on a weakness for which a remedy must be found. 

E.J.M. 


Tredgold House 


Housemaster: F. R. G. REED, ESQ. 
House Tutor: A. B. DAVEY, ESQ. 
Head of House: J. L. SEYMouUR-SMITH 


Prefects: E. P. S. FFRENCH-CONSTANT, J. B. Kaurman, H. R. B. Rupp, 
D. M. VALENTINE 


Tredgold ended the tradition this year of being by far the poorest 
House as regards buildings and working facilities. Although the members 
of Tredgold are to be grateful for the luxury which their predecessors 
never experienced, it cannot be denied that the House has been split up 
to a certain extent, which is a pity, 


28 


* 


Academically the House had a good year with a pleasing number of 
pluses being collected each mark-order and I must single out D, Tennick 
on this account. I only hope the external exam candidates will bear me 
Out on this with some good results, especially those in the lower streams. 
We did well in both Academic and Novices’ Challenges, but unfortunately 
were unable to show any material gains for our efforts. 

One would say that it has been an average year on the sports fields 
for Tredgold, not winning silverware, but not coming last either. It was a 


pleasure to watch teams put everything they had into a game often against - 


almost insurmountable odds and in some cases being rewarded with an 
unsuspected victory. It is good to see this type of spirit returning as it 
can only result in better understanding and comradeship amongst all of us. 

As usual there were the individuals who did very well, for instance 
P. Kime winning the Under 15 800 m and 1 500 m, G. Hughes who won 
the Senior cross-country and unfortunately the Junior cross-country was 
adjudged a no contest, G. Cornelius must be congratulated on winning 
the Kicking Cup and D, Bonthrone for winning the Open 100 m Freestyle 
in the Gala, 

Special mention must be made of G. Ferguson who represented the 
nation at the World Optimists Regatta in Denmark and did very well 
at that. H. Rudd was selected for the Rhodesian Schools Hockey Team 
and for the Nuffield Cricket Trials, also on a different note for his participa- 
tion in the Bulawayo Philharmonic Orchestra. 

All that remains is for me to wish the House the best of luck for 
the future especially those in positions of authority. 

J.LS-S. 


Founders House 


Housemaster: P, G. LANE, ESQ. 
House Tutor: G. ARMSTRONG, ESQ. 


There ig a word of doubtful etymological origin in the Falcon voca- 
bulary — the verb or noun “sloosh”. It has various interpretations, but 
one meaning describes the sort of person who has the temerity to ask 
questions in class, to look interested, to actually display keenness for his 
studies. Rather than give a list of sporting achievements for 1975, there- 
fore, I have chosen to single out for mention the academic prowess of 
the first three forms. In the final term, on two occasions, they managed 
to produce over ninety pluses between them in the fortnightly mark-orders. 
It is true that there are several talented boys in this group, but at least 
they are not afraid to be so. Once a House learns to take as much pride 
in academic achievement as it does in winning cups, when a boy who 
distinguishes himself in the classroom is as acceptable and admired as a 
successful sportsmen, then the House has grown up. It is a’ difficult 
objective, but it is not impossible. 


2s 


Founders retained its hold on Tennis and Junior Hockey cups and 
even managed to secure the Singing trophy — a pleasant change from 
previous years when the house choir had several traumatic experiences. 
In general it was a very successful year, thanks largely to dedicated and 
’ efficient prefects, ably led by Graham Miilders. 


Hervey House 


Housemaster: J. D. M. Dakin, ESQ. 
House Tutor: P. V. A. PHILIPS, ESQ. 
Head of House: M. J. RENAHAN 


Prefects: L. L. ASHLEY, W. R. CRESSWELL, R. K. FINLAYSON, 
D. A. REELER, P. V. C. SMITH 


' The piles of builder’s rubble round the new Study Block has now 
been replaced by lawns and flowerbeds, but Mr, Koen’s workforce con- 
tinues to change the face of the House. The old Senior Common Room 
has been converted into four double studies and one bed-sitter, which 
now means that forty boys in the House have their own private working 
accommodation and, if one counts the prefects’ cubicles, sixteen of these 
are in bed-sitting rooms. When the bed-sitters were first planned, there 
were those who predicted that House spirit would evaporate as the seniors 
retired into the monk-like seclusion of their individual cells, However, 
this has not been the case: their occupants are still an active and con- 
spicious element of the House, while the standard and output of their - 
work seems to have been improved as a result of the new facilities. 


Hervey’s Upper VI contingent was unusually small this year — only 
six strong — yet they gave the House a good lead. We could not regain 
the Athletics Shield, although we came close enough to give the winners 
a fright. The Senior Hockey remains ours after yet another close final 
with Tredgold (who must by now have lost all faith in the Law of Ave- 
rages!) and we won the Senior Cricket for the first time in a decade. The 
Juniors put up a good showing in most competitions, without managing 
to bring back any silverware. However, it was good to see them win 
the Novices’ Challenge — perhaps it will be our turn for The Owl before 
long! 

For years, Hervey has been the smallest House in the school, but 
with 69 members this year and still more in 1976, this is no longer the 
case: with the other new floorspace that needs polishing and the extensions 
to the House garden, the additional manpower is very welcome! 
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Oates House 


Housemaster: G. A. MACDONALD, ESQ. 
House Tutor: J. D. WoRwoop, ESQ. 
Head of House: O. SALMON 
Prefects: A. BECKETT, P. CrLiiers, R. SINEK, K. WEBSTER, M. YESNER 


At the beginning of the year Oates welcomed fourteen new boys and 
they, for the most part, settled down quickly and were soon enthusiastically 
involved in house activities. Overall, it was a happy and successful year 
although a number of the Upper Six members tended to be uninterested 
and apathetic about most things. Fortunately, an extremely talented 
and enthusiastic Lower Six group more than made up for this short 
coming. This group has provided no less than four College Prefects, four 


Sports captains and a number of office bearers in various societies for 
1976. ; 


We did reasonably well in the major sporting events of the year, but 
were pipped at the post by other houses on a numberof occasions. Our 
Junior Rugby side showed great spirit in the finals of the house rugby, 
but just had no answer to the power-house George Grey side. The semi- 
final of the Senior House Hockey against Tredgold was a real cliff hanger 
and we only lost in the sudden-death play-off. In the Inter-House Gala 
we were just pushed into third place by George Grey, but our winning 
of the Inter-House Relay Gala showed that although we did not have 
many stars we had considerable depth. K. Webster and D. Cant were 
chosen to represent Rhodesian Schools sides in rugby and hockey respec- 
tively, while P, Cilliers played for the Matabeleland Schools Squash team 
and N. Stansbury, M. Stewart, K. Webster and R. Webster represented 
Matabeleland on the Athletic field. 


The Gordon Cup for debating and the Academic Challenge “Owl” 
were again won by Oates; apart from the short trip to the engravers every 
‘year these two trophies have hardly left our trophy cabinet in a decade. 

The highlight of the Houses’ activities came in the third term with 
the excellent presentation of “The Ghost Train” produced by N, Stansbury. 
The two performances were thoroughly enjoyed by the rest of the school, 
and they unearthed all sorts of unexpected talents. 


_ On the academic side the House excelled, for no fewer than eighteen 
prizes were won by members of Oates at Prize Giving. While the plus- 
minus ratio in mark orders was thirty-two to one. 


Finally, I would like to wish everyone in Oates all the best for 1976, 
and thank them for their co-operation during the year. 


OS. 
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Clubs and Societies 


Novices Society 


At the beginning of the year the Headmaster took over as President 
in succession to Mr. Laing. The Society numbered 28, of whom the 
majority were in Form IIT. 


The meetings were varied and included a talk on the Royal Ait 
Force by Wing Commander Bailey, who had commanded the Queen’s 
Flight; Mr. Peter Steyn on “Falcons in Literature”; Mr. Viv Wilson on 
Antarctica (in conjunction with the Ornithological Society); Mr. McQuade 
on the Irish Troubles; and the Headmaster and Mr. Dakin gave readings . 
of Maupassant war stories on the Siege of Paris, To-all these we would 
express our gratitude. An outing to an asbestos mine was frustrated by 
security regulations! 


We wish the Society every success in 1976. 


Faraday Society 


During the first term a most interesting and educational talk was 
given to the society by Sister Stearns of the Family Planning Clinic, Mpilo 
Hospital. The length of time devoted to questions after the lecture and 
film was an indication of the interest aroused. Other meetings during 
this term included two trips to Bulawayo to attend ornithological talks 
at the museum and a combined Geographical/Faraday Society trip to the 
water purification works at the Lower Ncema Dam. This latter visit 
was an eyeopener to the amount of work and effort that goes into one 
of the services that we take so much for granted. 


The outing this year which probably stimulated the most interest 
was the visit to Ingutsheni Mental Hospital. Unfortunately as it 1s imprac- 
tical for large parties to be shown around the wards this visit was limited 
to thirteen members. During the second term a party also attended a 
lecture in Bulawayo entitled A Physicists view of Genesis Chapter One, 
which was most thought provoking; while another group, mainly fourth 
formers, were shown over the Railway Workshops one Friday afternoon. 


The third term is usually quieter than the other two, but this year 
the one and only meeting arranged had to be cancelled at the last minute. 


This year membership of the society has been very variable, Possibly 
the arrangements planned have not had general appeal. If this has been 
the case, then it is up to future sixth formers to forward suggestions and. 
take a greater part in organising projects which will prove beneficial to all. 


N. JUDD 
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Natural History Society 
President: R. L. ASHBY, ESQ. 


Secretary: A. MASON 


During the course of the year the Society heard several lectures and 
saw film shows on a variety of topics. “Operation Noah” proved to be 
as popular as ever, whilst the members were treated to a slice of history 
as well when one reel was found to contain a documentary on “80 Years 
of Parliament”! 


We were fortunate enough to persuade Mr. Peter Steyn to visit us 


twice during 1975 and heard an interesting lecture on the role of birds’ 


in English Literature, as well as an illustrated talk on wild life in general. 
We sincerely hope that Mr. Steyn may be prevailed upon to lecture to 
the Society again next year, since the quality of his slides and the interesting 
a aa accompany them are always a great favourite on the Society’s 
calendar. 


During August a group of boys visited the Matopos National Park 
where they were able to listen to a talk on Wildlife Management, delivered 
by Ranger Mr. Hans Grobler, Mr. Kunzi also visited the College at this 
time and gave a talk on “Snakes of the World”, showing slides of various 
Species around the globe, Yet another interesting lecture, with slides, 
was given by Mr. Viv Wilson his recent trip to the Antarctic, when 
he was a member of the South African scientific expedition. 

At the end of the year, the College was the venue for a “Wildlife 
Forum” series on R.B.C., conducted by Mr. Peter Rollason. We would 
like to thank those members of staff who allowed themselves to be put 
in front of the microphone and cross-examined, whilst Gasson, ffrench- 
Constant and Lewis performed creditably as well. 

A.M. 


Economics Society 
President: R. L. ASHBY, ESQ. 
Secretary: J. KAUFMAN 


The Society was formed to augment the Economics syllabus for those 
boys who had started the “A” Level course at the beginning of the year: 
We were fortunate enough to have several speakers visit us during 1975, 
and it is hoped that the activities of the Society will expand during 1976. 

We would like to thank Mr. Halsted, Mr. Reed and Mr. Kaufman 
for their efforts on our behalf and would add that our knowledge of 
production, cost accounting and wholesaling has increased as a result 
of their visits to the College. re 
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Some People Enjoy Srange Company 


A Cosmos Society Meeting 


Rifle Club - 


President: A. A. TAYLOR, ESQ. 
Secretary: N. J. HILn 


This may be the last time shooting news will be printed under “Clubs 
and Societies”. A Falcon small-bore shooting team will be selected from 
keen and accurate shots and challenges will be issued to other schools 
particularly for postal competitions, ‘There are two reasons for this 
proposed change in status. Firstly it was evident that the standard of 
shooting leapt to a much higher level this year, largely owing to those 
dogged perfectionists Norman Hill and Justin Seymour-Smith, and secondly 
we have recently acquired better equipment. 


There have been improvements on the range in other directions, too. 
Bush encroachment has been arrested and permission sought from the 
police to extend to fifty metres. New metal target stands have been made. 


Rifle owners will still be encouraged to bring their own weapons, 
whether they have open or aperture sights, particularly if they stand a 
good chance of being selected. It must be realised, however, that the 
team will take priority on the Sunday shoots, especially now that 
ammunition is so difficult to-obtain and expensive (a termly subscription 
has been introduced). We now use the official Rhodesia National Small- 
bore Shooting Association targets, 


The individual markman’s cup this year was won by N. Hill. 
Results of the Inter-House Competition:— 


I lired colds ise) =, 84,25% 
2) FoOundersy sx, 1 2: 77,00% 
Bins Oateswearert oo eat TSOG 
Ae HOI ey oni tne T3255 
5. George (Grey... 72,25% 


Printing Club 


President: A. A. TAYLOR, ESQ. 
Works Manager: J. HOLLICK 


We have suffered from a shortage of Seniors this year. The quality 
of the programme and sports covers has been maintained, but inexperienced 
typographers and printers’ devils between them have produced so many 
startling errors that the evidence has never been allowed to reach the © 
reading public. Meticulous distribution, patient care and cleanliness 
are the first essentials before spacing and layout can be learned. 


Cigarette manufacturers are by no means the only people to suffer 
from the national economy drive on paper, and newsprint is being more 
widely used nowadays, as one can see only too well in this issue. 
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English Society 


Chairman: J. DAKIN, ESQ. 
Secretary: N. STANSBURY 


The activities of the English Society were more varied than has been 
the case in the past. Less emphasis was placed on formal talks by visiting 
speakers, and there was more scope for participation by the members 
themselves, in play readings and poetry evenings. Unfortunately, these 
did not excite the response that was hoped for: too many members of 
the Society are not prepared to contribute themselves to vitalise its meetings. 


The most popular events remain, predictably, the outings to the 
theatre. This year’s highlight was certainly the Bulawayo Theatre Club’s 
production of “The Caretaker”, which was runner-up in the A.R.T\S. 
festival this year. It was a beautifully staged production that provided 
a good deal of food for thought and discussion amongst those who saw it. 


Of the more forthal meetings, perhaps the most interesting was a 
talk on “Family Life As Portrayed in The Victorian Novel”, given by 
Miss Diana Bird, whose M.Phil. thesis dealt with this topic. One of 
Miss Bird’s intriguing observations concerned the very close relationships 
that often existed between brother and sister in the Victorian family. 
She considers that this is a result of the minimal communication and 
understanding that parents and children experienced at that time. Quite 
apart from its general interest, Miss Bird’s talk made specific and useful 
reference to “Hard Times”, which is a current “A” Level set book. 


Two particularly successful meetings of a less formal sort were the 
evening of poetry and music provided by this year’s Lower VI, designed 
to dispel the exam-time blues of the old men of Upper VI and the play- 
reading of “See How They Run”, which was enjoyed so much that it led 
to a Staff production of the play later in the year. 


It must be one of the Society’s prime aims next year to broaden its 
membership: at present, it only seems to attract those who are doing post 
— “O” Level courses in English, and this gives it an emphasis and direction 
that is too exam-oriented. If members of the lower school can be encoura- 
ged to participate we may see more life and vigour in the poetry and 
play-reading evenings next year. 


Sailing Club 


The Falcon College Sailing Club has enjoyed a very complete and 
fulfilling year in the company of the Matopo Sailing Club. The camp 
in the first term was a great success, and with new additions to our club 
membership, and greater experience, the quality of the sailing has improved 
immensely. 
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This is, however, the last time we will sail at the Matopos Dam as a 
regular exercise, and we would like to thank the members of the Matopo 
Sailing Club for their tollerance and hospitality over the many years we 
have had the pleasure of being with them. 


Our move comes as a result of the new Ncema Dam which being. 
much closer will allow us to sail more frequently, and lessens the transport 
problem. In addition the Essexvale Country Club has established a boat 
enclosure, and other essential facilities, and it is their company that we will 
now enjoy. The Upper Ncema is more extensive than the Matopos Dam, 
and wind patterns are completely different. We hope that our members 
will rise to the challenge of the new surroundings, and help make 1976 
another successful year, 

J. CUNNINGHAM 


Debating Society e 
President: Mr. E. W. ADLARD (lst term) 
Mr. R. REEVE-JOHNSON (2nd and 3rd term) 
Seretary: O. SALMON 


The lack of harmonious oscillations in human affairs can be attributed 
to the incapacity and inadequate induction of those in charge at the trans- 
mitters. So it is at the United Nations, Houses of Assembly, Conference 
Halls, and in this Society. Many come to speak, few will listen, and none 
can resolve. This was evident in the Gordon Cup competition where five 
stimulating motions could not be depolarised from the start. Serious 
concern for the troubled world dominated the meetings even to the extent 
that a motion specially chosen to invite light and humorous treatment 
was pounded with heavy deliberations, However, Oates recaptured the 
trophy leaving the other houses to find places in the well-supported contest. 


A meeting at Townsend to concur on music was fulfilling, probably 
because the “mood oratorio”, with guitar interjections, was novel if not 
pseudo-intellectual. 


Response to the creation of a Speakers Forum was overwhelming 
in the second term, It is intended that an improved course for smaller 
groups will be offered each term next year. 


We thank the Housemasters and Tutors for their valuable assistance 
in adjudicating the Gordon Cup debates, and the Committee for organising 
the programme. =, 

R.RJ. 
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Geographical Society — 


Presdent: G. A. MACDONALD, ESQ. 
Chairman: G. C. FLEMING 
Secretary: J. L. SEYMOUR-SMITH 


The year started well with good turn-outs to the first two meetings — 
an interesting and amusing illustrated talk on the Seychelles by Mr. R. 
Ashby and an evening of geographical films, The outing for the first 
term was a visit to one of the Bulawayo water purification works — it 
was fascinating to see how semi-processed sewage was being used to 
produce high quality crops and beef cattle on Aisleby Farm. 


The first meeting of the second term was a talk by Mr, Ashby on 
Australia — it was interesting to hear something about life in the lesser- 
known Western Australia and Northern Territories. Mr. Lanes talk on 
the Lebanon was cancelled because of poor attendance, and the society 
was disbanded for the year. 


It is a great-pity that a society which has in the past been one of 
the most successful in the school should cease to function because of the 
apathy of the Sixth Formers, It is hoped that the 1976 Committee will 
get more support from the senior geographers and that the society will 


once more thrive, 
J.L. S-S 


Woodsmoke Club 
President: J. STAKESBY LEWIS, ESQ. Secretary: M. NICHOLSON 


“Who hath smelt wood-smoke at twilight? Who hath heard 
the birch-log burning? 
Who is quick to read the noises of the night? 
Let him follow with the others, for the Young Men’s feet are 
turning 
To the camps of proved desire and known delight!” 
RUDYARD KIPLING 


This highly successful club has been very popular among the Juniors 
although it was formed only this year. It is comprised of about sixty 
boys from Forms two and three. The aim of the Club is to teach its 
members to camp efficiently. Suppers are arranged almost every alternate 
Friday evening at the swimming pool, for which members are divided 
into cooking groups, 
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Camps were held at Gordon Park in the Matopos each term, where 
instruction in various camp activities was given as well as some abseiling. 
Stews and other everyday dishes were cooked and also a variety of pud- 
dings. A successful attempt at baking bread, too, was made. 

At the last two supper meetings at the pool the Headmaster and his 
wife and other members of Staff were invited. The groups produced 
“genuine” Indian Curries under the guidance of Mr. Marais and each 
guest ate with a group. 

Awards were presented to several members for their efficiency and 
our special thanks go to Mr. Stakesby Lewis for his organisation and 
instruction, 


MN. 
Beekeeping Society 
President: F. R. G. REED, ESQ. 
Chairman: R. KEITH Secretary | Treasurer: D. S. PEARSON 


The close of 1975 saw the beginning of a new wave of enthusiasm 
towards beekeeping at Falcon. Previous years do not begin to compare 
with the vigour and results that the later half of 1975 has shown and all 
tribute must go to the individual members of the Society who have worked 
hard towards making it a success. 

During the past year the society managed to press the school into 
building a new beehouse, the old one now being turned into a workshop 
and storage room. Also with the aid of the school, the Society acquired 
an extractor and this has already been put to good use. 

It has been decided to limit the number of hives in the immediate 
area from the previously determined figure of six to the smaller yet more 
profitable number of four, In the past, six hives have not produced 
satisfactory results, but with this recent reduction, it was possible to 
extract over 50 lbs. of honey. This honey was mainly due to the jacarandas 
and the lateness of the rainy season, which for the past years has always 
hindered any major honey flow. 

The Society has come into the possession of an observation hive 
which has already provided endless entertainment and furthered the know- 
ledge of the members considerably, It is however, at the moment posi- 
tioned in the new beehouse, which is a fair distance from the school and 
this has somewhat discouraged interest in it. It has been proposed that 
it should be moved to the old beehouse where it will be of far greater 
use to everyone, and this proposal will be taken up. 

Now that new enthusiasm and new life has been instilled into the 
Society, it is hoped that it will progress ever further and become active 
in functions outside the school. In all 1975 has been a very satisfactory 
year for the Beekeeping Society. 

CE.H. 
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‘The Peregrine’ 


“Peregrine *75” began a good year with its first issue edited jointly 
by H. Rudd, J. Gasson and D. Reeler. For the second edition, H. Rudd 
became chief editor, and for subsequent editions N. Stansbury took over 
control and organisation, so that members of next year’s committee could 
gain experience. 


_ The format this year consisted of two sections, the first made up of 
miscellaneous articles and the second of literary contributions. Generally 
speaking, the standard of the literary items was high, some of the junior 
poetry in particular was outstandingly good. However, too many of the 
contributions from the upper school were from the pens of a few willing 
and overworked writers: in particular, the Lower Sixth did not write 
enough for the magazine. ' j 


In the first section, there was a lack of topical material: I am sure 
that witty and interesting articles on school life, activities and personalities 
would greatly increase the magazine’s appeal for its subscribers. Despite 
one major financial catastrophe, there were sufficient funds available at 
the end of the year to award six cash prizes to the junior contributors 
who, in the opinion of the editorial committee, had provided the best 
material over the course of the year. 


Several articles come to mind as being particularly worthwhile: C. 
Kenny in “Old Age”, “Harvest’s End” and “Blood’s Reporter” showed 
an acute eye and unusual insight, while the obvious delight that R. Albany- 
Ward derives from word-sounds made his poems entertaining reading. 
N, Stansbury shows a keen awareness of the different poetic forms and 
their potential in his writing. Among the prose articles, the reviews of 
school societies, their aims and activities were useful and informative, 
and M. Molver’s “Rising Bell” caught that early-Monday-morning mood 
vividly. : 


About a dozen articles which first appeared in “The Peregrine” were 
submitted for consideration by the selectors for “Young Voices”, an 
anthology of school pupils’ writing drawn from most of the High Schools 
of Rhodesia. Five of our submissions were published, thus making up 
almost one fifth of the entire publication. 


No report on “The Peregrine” would be complete without an acknow- 
ledgement of all the hours of work put in by Mrs. Philips in typing our 
material on stencils, and of the striking cover which is produced for each 
edition by the Printing Club. Thanks to all this hard work, the magazine 
is a much more presentable piece of work than were its disreputable 
ancestors “The Bushtick Rag” and “The Minedump”. 
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Kia ora, koutu katoa 
“Greetings to all of you!” 


Tf, like me, you thought that “Kia Ora’ was a brand of orange squash, 
there’d be surprises as well as a warm welcome awaiting should you visit 
New Zealand. It’s a Pacific archipelago of contradictions and fascinations; 
a Southern Hemisphere ‘Macedonia’ of races; a nation made, but still 
in the making. 


The oddly-named Pacific — earth’s deepest, largest and wildest 
ocean — is the active parent of volcanic upheavals, tidal-waves, earth- 
quakes and New Zealand. Wellington is windier than Edinburgh; The 
Cook and Foveaux Straits can rise to sudden frenzy — and keep it up 
for days — and you are often reminded by nature that you are on a rather 
small island surrounded by awe-inspiring masses of waters with an Antarc- 
tic flavour. Admittedly, those same waters are also the world’s loveliest. 
You may see an emerald Pacific gently wash fair beaches and headlands; 
a blue Tasman mirror the mountains of Fiordland, and hear no more © 
than a warm breeze riffling the ferns. 


The islands themselves are as contradictory. You feel that nothing 
could be more permanent than the rocky glory of the Southern Alps, but 
the river terraces tell of an ever-changing landform rising from the deeps. 
The fertile Waikato seems secure, but in neighbouring Rotorua the solid 
earth lacks substance. It bubbles! It also spouts geysers and fumaroles; 
weaves itself into incredible shapes and colours, and is apt to quiver 
underfoot. There, sulphur argues in the air with the scents of rose-gardens 
and fish-and-chip shops. The finest physical symbol of the land is surely 
Mount Egmont’s snowy cone rising 8 000 feet from the Tasman beaches 
and Taranaki pastures to a fleecy shawl of cloud on his southerly, seaward 
shoulders. Natural power rightly, peacefully confident, as in Eden. 


The unfolding fern frond is symbolic of New Zealand which is one 
of nature’s gardens. Enough remains — in the heart of North Island 
and on the farthest valleys and shores of the south — of the original flora 
for one to appreciate the awesome task of clearing that faced the pioneers. 
Amongst those tangles of fern, creepers and scrub a skilled botanist could 
spend years without waste, Those who hacked and hewed their way in 
deserved success. The rewards were great. Once drained and cleared of 
fern, flax, rushes and cutty grass the Canterbury Plains could become 
the famed pastures and wheat Jands of today. Mountain slopes now 
carry rhododendrons and azaleas as if they were indigenous, as well as 
forests of commercial soft-woods. Family-gardens glow in the Spring 
with Japanese cherries; with the daffodils, snowdrops and hyacinths of 
Europe, and with Spiraxes and freezia from Southern Africa, and they 
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ring the changes through the seasons — continually yielding the ‘fruits’ 
of many lands, A New Zealander may tell you that the grass is parched; 
the visitor from Southern Africa will probably reserve judgement — and 
wish that ‘parched’ could mean the same at home, If it is true that “Man 
marks the earth with ruin”, I can only say that New Zealand nature 
counters man. 


Man has done harm. The Polynesian brought his dog and rat; 
Europeans brought rabbits and pigs for food; songbirds, out of sentiment; 
game animals, for sport, and cattle and sheep for farming profits. Similarly, 
by chance or design, stoats, weasels, hedgehogs, oppossums, bees and wasps 
were inroduced. Species of native plants succumbed; species of flightless 
native birds who could not counter the attacks of the predators became 
extinct, and others hover on the borderline of continued survival. _No 
wonder authority searches and fumigates the immigrant so thoroughly 
today! To some of us at least, the total absence of snakes — in any 
form — from the New Zealand scene is almost as much of a reason for 
persevering in control as is the need to protect the herds and flocks on 
which the islanders depend for their national livelihood. 


Man and nature often contend and man is frequently in conflict with 
his fellows. This is so in New Zealand. Men and women of many origins 
did not make their homes there without bickering sporadically among 
themselves. There were ruthless attacks and savage reprisals in the Maori 
wars of the last century and this small, young nation has fought in an 
astonishing number of wars in its life, Notwithstanding, they are a peace- 
ful people whose philosophy is generally: “She'll be right, mate!” This 
attitude serves to ease human stresses as the fumaroles ease geological 
strains, but it wouldn’t do to forget that modern New Zealand has inherited 
— from Maori and Paddy — a latent “Don’t dare tread on the tail of 
me coat”. 


I was very fortunate to be able to spend four months on those islands, 
with that people. For three of those months I taught on a staff of sixty 
which included two Maoris, two Danes, a Hollander, a Canadian, a 
Malaysian, three Chinese, a Hindu gentleman from West Pakistan — 
and assorted English, Irish, Scots and Welsh ‘Pakehas’. True Kiwis who 
could, and did, accept an itinerant Zambian-Scot from Rhodesia among 
them on equal terms. For the rest of my stay I wandered. Wherever I 
went I met people who ‘exhausperated’ me, as, no doubt, did I them; 
folk I admired and envied; folk who would be as welcome in my home 


-in Africa as I was in their homes, If anyone wonders if I intend to go 


back there I should like to be able to say that I have earmarked a quarter- 
acre on the slopes of — “TAUMATAWHAKATANGIHANGAKOA- 
UAUOTAMATEAPOK AIWHENUAKITANATAHU” (Which, _ being 
interpreted, means: The brow of the hill where Tamatea the explorer 
played his flute to the young women of his choice .. .). I fear though 
that that is just a pipe-dream as remote as the Long white cloud. 
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Rodney Cass — Professional Advice 


Game Skill Time Tabled For Form I 


Rugby, 1975 


_ The great advantage of a pre-season tour is that it reveals the strengths 
and weaknesses of a team and makes it possible to consolidate at an early 
date. Over the season Pillans developed into a safe full-back and the 
back-line, although the absence of Gibson at centre was never satisfactorily 
remedied, proved to be dangerous in attack with the real strength on the 
wings, Burrell and Margesson proved to be a more than adequate pair 
of halves, particularly as Margesson’s confidence increased. The forwards 
were small, but mobile and, as the term progressed, constant practice on 
the scrumming-machine offset their lack of weight by increased technique. 
Ward ensured good possession from the line-outs in every match. 


The open group as a whole proved competent and the 2nd XV were 
unbeaten tor a second successive season, Lower down the school there 
is a wealth of talent and, consequently, the future must be bright. However 
professional other games:may become, rugby will always remain — at 
school level anyway — an exciting, rewarding and purposeful occupation, 
insisting, as it does, on the use of individua: talents for the benefit of 
the whole side and proving, as it should, that bad sportsmanship and bad 


tempers do not pay. ; 
M.S.W. 


Rugby Tour, 1975 


The team which set out for a tour of Natal Schools contained eleven 
veterans from the previous year’s tour of Cape Town. Not only, therefore, 
was there a solid bulwark of experience to support the younger members 
of the side, but there was also within the hearts of the majority the acid 
memory of Falcon’s five defeats which the Cape Town’ Schools inflicted 
in 1974. However, there was an important physical difference this year — 
out of the five schools we were scheduled to play four were providing 
accommodation on site and only one was forced to use the hospitality of 
parents. This was the exactly opposite proportion to Cape Town. The 
obvious value of such a position hardly needs emphasising. 


After an uneventful trip — the journey through Botswana by train 
is rarely inspiring — we reached Estcourt in the very early hours of April 
20. The following afternoon the rugby tour began. Within five minutes 
Estcourt had gone ahead by a penalty, but within ten minutes Falcon had 
scored two tries and one conversion. It was patently clear that Falcon 
were set to run up a very large score as they punctured the Estcourt defence 
at will, As if sensing such a possibility, the guardian spirit of the sur- 
rounding hills summoned up a storm which unleashed torrential rain over 
the field for the remaining fifty minutes of the game. The ball became 
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heavy and slippery and the only further score was a push-over try by 
Falcon just before the end. The final score was 14—3 in our favour. 
Despite the rain it had been a revealing contest with Falcon showing 
imagination and drive in very un-Rhodesian circumstances. 


Next stop was Weston College. This is an agricultural foundation 
which breeds some pretty tough citizens and clearly there was no room for 
over-confidence. As soon as the game commenced it was evident that 
the two sides were very evenly matched. Tackling and running were 
superlative and at half-time Weston were ahead by one penalty. The field 
was clothed in longish, heavy grass and it is greatly to the credit of Falcon’s 
fitness and determination that they lasted the pace better. Pillans equalised 
soon after the second half commenced and there followed two excellent 
tries by Wakefield and Fleming. The final score was 11—3 to Falcon. 
However, one flaw in the teams approach was particularly spot-lighted by 
this game: centres were holding on to the ball instead of getting it out 
to the wings as soon as possible — for it was the wings which were the 
real strength of the back line, 


It had been a gruelling experience and fortunately the third match 
against Pinetown proved to be something of a relaxation. Frankly, Pine- 
town were weak and unimaginative and the Falcon side had a field-day 
and won by 34—9. It was a sizzling hot day and, because it was so easy, 
a was too much fumbling of the ball. The score could have been far 

igher. 


And so to Hilton. Here the real tour began. Hilton have always 
had a high reputation for their rugby and Falcon had never beaten them. 
The side which took the field, if not over-confident, was certainly willing 
to give it a go, In the first tackle of the game Renakan fell foul of “Tiny” 
Walker (Tiny being a euphemism in the tradition of Little John) and 
became a passenger. Yet never once did Hilton attempt to run through 
the centre where Renahan was wandering around jooking vacant. Time 
and again they won good ball, got it out well to the back-line which 
promptly ran straight across the field relying on an overlap on the outside. 
Falcon’s defence could deal with that. With only six minutes of full- 
time remaining the score was 6—3 to Hilton — two penalties to one, And 
then, miraculously, Bone gained possession of the ball in his own half 
and set off down the field evading two or three defenders. Finally corne- 
red, he threw the ball out to Webster who made ten more yards, was 
tackled and threw it back inside. Bonthrone, backing up superlatively, 
took it on by foot and was despairingly tackled without the ball just 
before the Hilton line. Penalty try. Three minutes later the final whistle 
went and Falcon had won by 9—6. 


Nothing could better such a game. The last match against Michael- 
house was relatively easy. Once the team learned not to drop the ball 
within easy reach of the try-line, the score began to mount and Falcon 
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ran off the field winners by 24—6. It was not an attractive game, with 
Michaelhouse finally resorting to blows in their frustration. : 

This has been, we were informed, the first unbeaten tour of Natal 
by a Rhodesian School side, Whatever the truth of the matter may be, 
it was an eminently successful rugby tour which must have done the 

d utation good. ; 
Tag pie go a all those members of Staff who so kindly looked 
after us, bandaged our wounds, washed our clothes and performed all 
the services which a tour requiries. We look forward to being able to 
return such kindness at Falcon sometime in the future. aes 


Tour Party: M. S. Woolley, Esq., P. G. Lane, Esq., Bone, Bonthrone, 
Burrell (Capt), Dreyer, Fleming, Gibson, Maceregor, Mackay, N. G., 
Mackay, R. R., Margesson, Mulders, Pillans, Renahan, Sauls, Silvé, Soutter, 

ine, Van Wyk, Wakefield, Ward, Webster. 
ee Ge Mulder. Webster (4 tries each); Burrell, Renahan, Soutter 
(2 tries each); Bone, Bonthrone, Fleming, Wakefield (1 try each); Pillans 
8 conversions and 2 penalties. 


1975 RESULTS 


: 8th XV: 
. poe Plumtree 15—0 Lost to Fenton ae 
ey Hictian t Lost to Hamilton 0— 
id eee tony, Saal Beat Hamilton 18—4 
ea aplin 27— 


Beat Northlea 21—9 Under 15A: 

Bu Gio 42° Beat Plumtree 38—0 

as ae arco Lost to Hamiiton 0—13 

Beat St. Stephen's 20—0 Ce at 

eat St. s 20— t Hee 

Lost to Guinea Fowl 7—22 Sie Gifford 280 

Beat Peterhouse 25—11 Lost to Milton 12—18 
Beat St. Stephen’s 38—6 


2nd XV: Beat Guinea Fowl 17—10 
Beat Plumtree 34—-9 
i Under 15B: 
re Caanha ney Lost to Hamilton oe 
Beat Northlea 56—11 poe he ap 
Beat Gifford 39—8 ca utO 28 
Mil 14—8 Lost to Gifford 4— 
Beat CBC. 410 Drew with C.B.C. 4—4 
Beat Guinea Fowl 27—15 Under 15C: 
Lost to Hamilton 0—10 
amt es Beat Gilford 12—4 
Lost to Plumtree 10—22 Beat Milton 20 
Lost to Hamilton 6—22 Beat Gifford 8—4 
Beat Chaplin 12—3 
Beat Gifford 54—3 Under 15D: 


Lost to Hamilton 8—22 
Drew with Milton 0—O 
Beat Hamilton 12—8 


Beat Milton 21—12 
Beat St Stephen’s 2nd XV 10—6 
Lost to Guinea Fowl 3—14 
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4th XV: 


Lost to Hamilton 0—30 
Drew with Chaplin 0—O 
Beat Gifford 82—0 

Beat Milton 26—15 

Lost to Guinea Fowl 4—8 
Beat Milton 20—0O 


5th XV: 


Lost to Hamilton 4—24 
Beat Chaplin 20—3 

Lost to Hamilton 12—14 
Lost to Milton 18—24 
Beat Guinea Fowl! 20—18 
Beat C-B.C. 10—7 

Beat Milton 32—12 


6th XV: 


Beat Hamilton 35—4 
Beat Chaplin 24—8 
Beat Hamilton 10—O 
Beat Milton 64—0 

Beat Guinea Fowl 14—0 
Beat Homilton 42—6 
Beat Milton 92—6 


7th XV: 


Last to Hamilton 11—16 
Beat Chanlin 22—0 

Lost to Hamilton 0—20 
Beat Guinea Fowl 24—0 
Beat Hamilton 42—7 


Under 14A: 


Lost to Plumtree 6—26 

Lost to Hamilton 0—24 
Lost to Chaplin 0—24 

Beat Northlea 34—0 

Lost to Gifford 6—26 

Lost to Milton 10—32 

Beat St. Stephen’s 28—0 
Lost to Guinea Fowl 13—34 


Under 14B: 


Lost to Hamilton 4—22 
Beat Northlea 60—O0 
Lost to Gifford 0—40 
Beat Milton 20—14 
Lost to Gifford 8—34 
Lost to C.B.C. 4—24 


Under 14C: 


Lost to Hamilton 8—30 
Lost to Gifford 0—20 
Lost to Milton 0—28 
Lost to Gifford 0—44 


Under 13A: 


Beat Plumtree 20—0 

Lost to Hamilton 8—14 
Beat Chaplin 20—6 

Beat Northlea 12—4 

Beat Gifford 6—4 

Lost to Milton 6—24 

Beat St. Stephen’s 26—0 
Lost to Guinea Fowl 4—12 


Under 13B: 


Lost to Plumtree 0—26 
Beat Northlea 3—0O 
Lost to Gifford 0—15 
Lost to Milton 6—22 
Lost to Gifford 6—8 
Lost to C.B.C. 4—8 


B. Burrell (Capt.), R. Ward and K, Webster were elected to represent 


Rhodesian Schools. 


Junior House Match won by George Grey. 


Kicking Cup — Cornelius. 
Tackling Cup — K. Webster. e 


Our thanks to all those Matabeleland referees who gave their time 
and enthusiasm so willingly and our admiration for the way they put 
up with the inevitable barrage of questions afterwards. 
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Cricket Report 


Once again the first term saw enough rain to gratify the farmers, 
but too much to please the cricketers, and several matches were lost. This 
meant that the “B” Teams had virtually no games at all, though one is. 
beginning to find it increasingly difficult to get a full fixture list for the 
lower sides. The experiment of half-day games on the same pitch was 
tried with some success and I feel that it is better to do this and circumvent 
the snags arising than to have these sides without a match week after week. 


The Ist XI this year is a strange side to analyse, They have so much 
talent, and should have beaten every side in Matabeleland easily and 
yet too often they struggled to beat inferior opposition, The main fault 
lay with their batting in which they took a long time to realise that against 
good bowling, graft, determination and concentration are prerequisites. 
Cavalier swings might pay off for an over or so, but too often the lower 
order found that they had to retrieve situations that verged on the disastrous 
as, for example, against Plumtree when we were 36 for 6 (and still won). 
When the side was batting well they were a delight to watch as, for example, 
against Hamilton in the Ist Term when N. Mackay, Rudd and Cant drew 
much applause by racing to 118 for one wicket with good sensible attacking 
stroke play. 


In the First Term the opening batting was borne by N. Mackay and 
D. Cant. I have the highest regard for the cricketing qualities of the 
former and he had developed into a very mature and reliable opener by 
the end of the year. D, Cant fulfilled all expectations most adequately and 
his departure at mid-year was a serious blow. R. Finlayson took his 
place in the 3rd Term and although he batted well on occasions, his casual 
style left him vulnerable to anyone of real pace. H. Rudd batted very 
attractively though it took far too long for him to realise that square 
leg is not the place to hit a good length ball on the off-stump, G, Fleming 
found that the cares of Captaincy affected his performance with the bat, 
and while the former improved markedly, the latter seemed to get worse 
and worse as his confidence diminished. A. Waller suddenly blossomed 
in the 3rd Term and he played two very good innings indeed, batting at 
Number three. The Margesson brothers gained much good experience. 
The side also suffered from losing the enthusiasm of B. Burrell in the 3rd 
Term, and it was a great delight to see his unorthodox fifty against St. 
Stephen’s. His place in the 3rd Term was taken by D. Pillans whose 
keenness and determination were useful additions to the side. 


The bowling was particularly strong and the seam attack was one 
of the most effective that we have had. M. Renahan opened the bowling 
with great heart and troubled every batsman with his pace and movement, 
while M. Turner’s classical outswing posed different problems at the other 
end. To back them up there was the hostility of the left-arm seamers 


41 


of N, Mackay and his awkward movement made him a bowler to be 
watched though too much of his attack was wasted down the leg side. 
R. Finlayson also bowled well and picked up vital wickets on several 
occasions. The spinners were largely redundant though H. Rudd’s leg-spin 
earnt him a few wickets. G. Fleming never really gained the control 
necessary for a successful left-armer and was a little disappointing. 


The fielding was generally good, though missed chances cost us the 
Peterhouse game. Rudd and Finlayson were outstanding, though the 
fielding cup went to N. Mackay because of his alertness and ubiquitousness 
in backing up the stumps for virtually every throw that came in from 
the deep, Too many players have the idea that they can doze off just 
because the ball hasn’t come to them and it was nice to reward someone 
for whom this was not so. The wicket-keeping was good and de la Fargue 
earned high praise from Mr. R. Cass. With a year’s experience behind 
him he should be a very good keeper for next year. 


Of the other sides, the Under 15A’s had a good year and several 
of them will be knocking on the Ist XI door in 1976, I was particularly 
impressed with the progress of the Under 14’s who turned into a determined 
and useful side by virtue of their keenness to improve. The Under 13’s 
did very well and they should be a very powerful side indeed in 1976, 
as, by all accounts, there are some useful cricketers joining us in Form II. 


Once again we thank the scorers, ground staff, coaches and particularly 
Mrs. Clarke in the kitchen for all they have done for our cricket and 
we look forward to an equally successful year in 1976. 


Ist XI Colours were awarded to:— G. Fleming (Capt.), N. Mackay, 
H. Rudd and M. Renahan, and “50” Club to D, Cant, A. Waller and 
M. de la Fargue, 


-Cricket Coaching 


We were most pleased to have the services of the Worcestershire 
. professional Rodney Cass as Matabeleland coach this year. Mr. Cass, 
one of the top English wicket-keepers, proved very popular with boys 
and staff alike and he showed himself a most able and experienced coach 
with much sound advice to put across. He spent a week with us and 
this system proved far better than the previous one, whereby the coach 
came out for the occasional day. He took all the main teams and expressed 
himself as being favourably impressed by the standard of cricket and 
the facilities at Falcon. 


The Headmaster kindly allowed some of the Junior “A” sides to 
have nets during morning school and this proved very successful. We 
look forward to entertaining Mr. Cass for another week in 1976. 
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CRICKET RESULTS — ist TERM 1975 


First XI: 


Beat Milton by 6 wickets 
Milton 89 all out (Renahan 5 for 24) 
Falcon 90 for 4 
Beat C.B.C. by 5 runs 
Falcon 81 all out 
C.B.C. 76 all out 
Lost to Plumtree by 45 runs 
Plumtree 109 all out (Rudd 6 wickets) 
Falcon 64 all out 
Drew with Fort Victoria 
Falcon 161 all out (Rudd 62, Fleming 47) 
Fort Victoria 128 for 9 
Lost to Hamilton by 5 runs 
Hamilton 160 all out 
Falcon 155 all out (Mackay 41, Rudd 49) 
Beat St. Stephen’s by 110 runs 
Falcon 171 all out (Cant 49, Burrell 50) 
St. Stephen’s 61 all out 


Second XI: 


Lost to Milton by 3 wickets 

Beat C.B.C. by 93 runs (Seymour-Smith 53) 

Lost to Plumtree by 6 wickets 

Beat Fort Victoria by 40 runs 

Beat Hamilton by 4 wickets 

Beat St. Stephen’s by 98 runs (Canton 50, Finlayson 6 for 21) 


Third XI: 


Lost to Fort Victoria by 1 wicket 
Beat Hamilton by 31 runs (K. Webster 6 for 19) 


Under 15A: 


Lost to Milton by 6 wickets 

Beat C.B.C. outright 

Beat Gifford by 93 rums (K .Margesson 112, K. Margesson 6 for 36) 
Beat Fort Victoria by 9 runs 

Drew with Hamilton 

Lost to St. Stephen’s by 1 run 


Under 15B: 


Beat Hamilton by 52 runs (Boyce 5 for 28) 


Under 14A: 


Drew with Milton (Elworthy 5 for 18) 
Lost to C.B.C. by 70 runs 

Lost to Fort Victoria by 6 wickets 
Lost to Hamilton by 6 wickets 

Lost to St, Stephen’s by 49 runs 


Under 14B: 


Lost to Hamilton by 9 wickets 
Lost to St. Stephen’s by 8 wickets 


43 


mes eee 


Under 13A: 
Lost to Milton by 7 wickets 
Lost to C.B.C. by 49 runs 
Lost to Gifford by 1 wicket (Thomas 7 for 25) 
Beat Fort Victoria by 42 runs 


Drew with Hamilton (Broom 5 for 15, Gibbs 5 for 23) 


Beat St. Stephen’s by an innings and 41 runs 


THIRD TERM 
First XI: 


Beat Plumtree by 9 runs 


Falcon 122 all out (de la Fargue 34) 
Plumtree 113 all out 


Beat Hamilton by 33 runs 
Falcon 149 all out 
Hamilton 116 all out 


Beat St. Stephen’s by 5 wickets 
St. Stephen’s 183 for 6 declared 
Falcon 186 for 5 (Mackay 68, Waller 65) 


Beat Gifford by 82 runs 
Falcon 112 all out (Mackay 31, retired hurt) 
Gifford 30 all out (Renahan 5 for 15, Turner 5 for 10) 


Lost to Peterhouse by 4 wickets 
Falcon 126 all cut 
Peterhouse 127 for 6 


Drew with Northlea 


Falcon 227 for 8 declared (Waller 74, K. Margesson 47) 
Northlea 122 for 8 (Mackay 4 for 17) 


Drew with Milton 
Milton 202 for 5 declared (Renahan 4 for 45) 
Falcon 162 for 9 (Rudd 59) 


Drew with Old Boys 


Falcon 198 for 9 declared (Mackay 46, Finlayson 55) 
Old Boys 148 for 8 


Second XI: 
Drew with Plumtree (Canton 51) 
Lost to Hamilton by 91 runs (Canton 5 for 51) 


Beat Gifford by an innings and 87 runs (Levitt 55, Walker 51, Swan 50, Levitt 


6 for 17) 


Beat Milton by 40 runs (ffrench-Constant 50, Seymour-Smith 5 for 23) 
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Third XI: 
Lost to St. Stephen’s 2nd XI by 3 wickets 
Beat Milton by 144 runs (Alexander 64, Robertson 6 for 21) 


Under 15A: 


Drew with Plumtree (Danckwerts 82) 

Beat Hamilton by 41 runs 

Beat St. Stephen’s by 151 runs (Jamieson 61) 

Beat Gifford outright by 10 wickets 

Beat Northlea by 144 runs (Lane 96 n.o., Danckwerts 57, Soutter 5 for 21) 
Drew with Milton (Danckwerts 80, Hamilton 63 n.o.) 


Under 15B: 


Beat Hamilton outright by 10 wickets 
Lost to Milton by 2 runs (Milne 6 for 38) 


Under 14A: 


Beat Plumtree by 3 wickets 

Lost to Hamilton by 8 wickets 

Lost to St. Stephen’s by 1 wicket 

Beat Gifford by 2 runs 

Beat Northlea by 152 runs (Hopkins 5 for 27) 

Beat Milton by 8 wickets (Elworthy !08 n.o., Emmott 67 n.o.) 


Under 14B: 


Beat Hamilton by 58 runs 

Lost to Gifford by 20 runs 

Beat Northlea by an innings and 124 runs (Millar 6 for 12) 
Lost to Milton by 8 wickets (Millar 6 for 26) 


Under 13A: 


Beat Plumtree by an innings and 46 runs (Thomas 5 for 16, Gibbs 60, Smith 
46 n.o.) 

Beat Hamilton by 5 wickets (Thomas 85) 

Beat St. Stephen’s by 73 runs (Broom 50) 

Lost to Gifford by 5 wickets 

Drew with Whitestone (Gibbs 55 n.o., Thomas 52) 

Beat Northlea by 10 wickets (Gibbs 49) ; 

Beat Milton by 5 wickets (Thomas 5 for 24, Gibbs 47) 


Under 13B: 


Drew with Plumtree 

Lost to Hamilton by 82 ‘runs 

Drew with Gifford (Pearson 47 n.o.) 

Lost to Whitestone by 1 wicket 

Beat Northlea by 144 runs (McAulay 49, McAulay 4 for 5) 
Beat Milton by 36 runs (Pearson 62, Masters 6 for 14) 
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Hockey 


Played 79; Won 68; Drew 6; Lost 5 
Goals for: 355; Against: 66 


The above statistics indicate that the 1975 Hockey Season was one 
of the most successful in the history of the School. However, without 
trying to detract too much from the determination and skill shown by 
all the sides these spectacular results also reflect the low standard of 
hockey in Matabeleland High Schools at the moment. Wins such as 
16—0, 14—0 and 13—0 do not really give the winning side much satis- 
faction — a hard fought game with only a goal difference in the result 
is far more exciting and memorable to the two sides and the spectators. 


One of the highlights of the season was the opportunity a large 
number of our players had of watching the star-studded international 
side, LOS CARACOLAS, give the Matabeleland side a lesson in hockey. 
We were also thrilled to have two of the players, Dave Whitaker of 
Britain and Frans Spitz of the Netherlands out at Falcon for an afternoon 
to do some coaching, Frans is the most capped international player 
in the world having played over 120 games for the Netherlands. 


; The pre-season tour of Natal did much to make the Ist XI a very 

effective, well balanced side. It can be confidently said that there was 
no weak department and that this made the side most attractive to watch. 
Yet again the most keenly fought contest and without a doubt the game 
of the season was against Peterhouse — both sides played constructive, 
intelligent hockey. 


, The forward line up which hardly changed the whole season, became 

a very effective goal-scoring machine with Finlayson being the most 
prominent. He scored no less than 44 goals — quite a remarkable achieve- 
ment, He showed all the qualities of a good striker — sound positional 
play, a fine eye for the gap, and a very hard accurate and quickly taken 
shot especially at short corners, the two supporting inside forwards, Cant 
and Waller, were very different in their styles of play. Cant was the 
most talented stickwork player in the side, but he was inclined to not 
think about his game and he often held onto the ball too long. Waller, 
on the other hand, was slow, but steady — his passes were particularly 
constructive and meaningful especially to right wing, White. White 
continued to play with much determination and drive, but he must make 
an attempt to improve his stickwork before the start of next season. Rudd 
on the other wing was quite outstanding on occasions, but he was too 
temperamental and this made him inconsistent. ffrench-Constant was a 
tower of strength at centre-half for not only was his distribution good, 
but he was untiring in defence. The fact that he scored two goals, also 
shows he was prepared to throw himself into attack when the opportunity 
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arose. The two wing-halves, Palmer and Ferguson did their jobs more 
than adequately, while Turner and Seymour-Smith, at back, were very 
solid in defence although the latter was sometimes guilty of some wild 
clearances, Harwood-Nash put in a great deal of practice to improve his 
goalkeeping, but unfortunately for him he had little to do during most 
games. 

Under the enthusiastic leadership of Yesner, the 2nd XI had an 
unbeaten season, It was a side made up of a mixture of experienced 
players such as Yesner, Stewart and Downing and promising youthful 
members such as de la Fargue, Walker, Keith and Masters. 

For the last two years the 3rd XI and the 4th XI have been very 
weak and therefore it was pleasing this year to see two useful sides. The 3rd 
XI won its five games convincingly, but unfortunately the 4th XI did 
not have much opportunity to show its talents as it only had one Inter- 
School game. 

The two UIS5 sides won all but one of their sixteen fixtures. The 
“A” side played particularly attractive hockey and players such as Jameson, 
Nicholle, Firks, Margesson, Robertson, Pugh and Graham showed up well. 
There were also a number of useful players in the “B” side who could 
develop in the Open group. 

The U14 sides also did very well in spite of the lack of stars in the 
group. Both sides played all their games with great determination. 

The U13A was a side overflowing with talent and it played most 
entertaining hockey. The games against Whitestone and Springvale were 
interesting to watch and it showed that these two prep Schools were doing 
much to improve the image of hockey at the junior level. It was pleasing 
to re-establish hockey contacts with Springvale and it is hoped that this 
will become an annual fixture. 

G.A.M. 


Awards: ~ 

Honours: R. K. FINLAYSON. — 

Colours: D. K. Cant, E. FFRENCH-CoNSTANT, C. H. PALMeR, H. R. 
B. Rupp, J. L. SEymour-SmitH, M. J. Turner, M. R. WuirTe. 

“50” Club: M. DE LA FarGUE, S. J. M. Fercuson, F. HAaRwoop-NasH, 
A. C. WALLER, M. R. YESNER. 

Senior Hockey Stick: A. C. WALLER. 

Junior Hockey Stick :.C. J. CUNLIFFE. 

Rhodesian Schools: D. K. Cant, H. R. B. Rupp. 

Matabeleland Schools — “A”: D. K. Cant, R. K. FINLAYSON (VICE- 
CapT.), E. FFRENCH-CoNSTANT, H. R. B. RUDD. 

Matabeleland Schools — “B’: C. H. PALMER, J. L. SEYMOUR-SMITH, 
M. J. TURNER, M. R. WHITE. 

House Hockey Cups — Senior: HERVEY. 

Junior: FOUNDERS. 
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RESULTS 


Ast XI: UISB: 


Beat Milton 6—2 and 1—0 Beat Gifford 6—0 and 6—0 


ee Ca : a and 3—1 Beat Hamilton 16—0 and 14—0 
eat Nortalea 11— i 
Beat Hamilton 3—1 and 2—1 Beat Milton 8—0 
Beat Piumtree 4—-0 and Drew 1—1 UI4A: 
Beat Gifford 2—0 and 6—1 
Beat St. Stephen’s 11—0 and 4—3 Beat Northlea 5—2 
Beat Kearsney College (Natal) 3—1 Beat Founders 7—0 
Lost to Peterhouse 3—4 Beat Hamilton 2—1 and lost 2—3 
Beat C-B.C. (Pretoria) 5—2 auigRK aoe S 
2nd XI: Drew with Gifford 1—1 and won 3—2 


Beat Milton 8—0 and 4—2 Beat Milton 5—1 
Beat Northlea 6—1 Beat C.B.C. 2—0 
Beat Hamilton 4—0 and 2—1 ULB: 


Drew with Plumtree 0—0 
Beat Gifford 4—1 and 3—1 Beat Hamilton 2—0 and 4—0 
Beat Gifford 3—2 and 3—1 


Beat St. Stephen’s 3—0 and 9—2 
Beat C.B.C, Ist XI 4—3 Beat Milton 4—0 
3rd XI: UI3A: 


Beat Milton 11—1 and 7—0 
Beat Northlea 3—0 
Beat Hamilton 5—0 and 3—0 iat ¥pitices ot 


Beat C.B.C. 2nd XI 5—0 
Beat Gifford 2—0 and 3—0 


4th XI: Beat Hamilton 3—0 and 4—0 
Beat Milton 6—0 Beat Milton 2—1 
Beat C.B.C. 5—0 
UISA: Lost to Whitestone 1—3 
Beat Northlea 3—1 Lost to Springvale 2—3 
Beat Milton 9—0 and 2—0 
Drew with Founders 3—3 UI3B: 
Beat Gifford 8—1 and 1—0 : : 
Drew with Hamilton 2—2 and lost 2—3 Dicw with Gifford 1—1 and won 4—1 
Beat Milton 4—0 


Beat St. Stephen’s 8—1 and 5--0 
Beat C.B.C. 8—0 Lost to Whitestone 1—2 


Hockey Tour to Natal, April, 1976 


When schools send teams on tour, it is generally for one of two reasons: 
either they wish to annihilate all opposition with the finest team they have 
had in years, or else they have a young, untried side which they wish 
to develop and improve. In this case it was the latter, more constructive, 
motive that led to 13 boys and two staff, together with the rugby team, 
setting off on 18th April, for a joint assault on Natal. 
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Drew with St. Stephen’s 1—1 and won 6—0 


We opened the tour, rather incongruously, with a free day in Durban: 
and after a brief glimpse of the sea and the shops, we returned inland to 
play our first two matches in Pietermaritzburg. It took Falcon some time 
to settle down against Alexandra High, on a bumpy field playing a team 
whose colours were almost indistinguishable from our own, and it was 
only in the second half that we scored the two goals that gave us the 
match. Maritzburg College, our second opponents, have only recently 
introduced hockey, but already they have developed a determination and 
cohesiveness that was almost enough to defeat a languid and over-elaborate 
Falcon side. 2—2 was a fair reflection of the run of the game. 


We all enjoyed out stay at Michaelhouse, despite the fact that they 
gave us a sharp lesson on the hockey field. Our defence, usually so solid, 
seemed to panic under the concerted pressure of an experienced and talented 
Michaelhouse attack, and our forwards failed to capitalise on the few 
chances they were given, It was only some excellent goalkeeping that 
prevented Michaelhouse from scoring more than four goals in reply to 
our solitary one. Against Hilton the defence looked much sounder, but 
the forwards could not take advantage of our overwhelming possession 
and we could only draw 2—2. 


When we played Kearsney, everything fell into place: the halves 
distributed intelligently, the wings ran hard and at last there was real 
drive in the opposition’s circle, to provide the vital finishing touch. We 
won comfortably, 4—1. At Westville, we allowed an inexperienced and 
rather disjointed opposition to bustle us out of our normal pattern, and 
it was therefore a scrappy and unsatisfying victory (5—2). 


At Glenwood, our main opponents were our own weariness — after 
seven games in ten days — and the skill of Trevor Madsen, generalling 
Glenwood’s attack — and defence! — for the last time before going over- 
seas on tour with the Springbok U-23 side. If Madsen had not been 
playing, it might have been a different story — but then we should have 
missed a brilliant exhibition of stickwork and positional play that taught 
us all a good deal. As it was, he scored three of Glenwood’s four goals, 
to which we were unable to reply. 


Although the results were not spectacular — as the (unbeaten) rugby 
team tactlessly pointed out to us ag we jolted back to Rhodesia on the 
train — the rewards of the tour were undeniable. Not only did the team 
enjoy a successful season on its return as a result of what we had learnt, 
but also, more important, we had enjoyed our hockey and made new 
friends. 
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Athletics Report 


COLOURS—T. White, N. Stansbury, P. Wakefield, K, Webster 
“50” CLUB—E. ffrench-Constant, M. Stewart, A. Bone 


This-years Athletic season began on a note of bad luck — rain being 
the cause of a great many disappointments, Firstly the trip down to 
Messina involving an Inter-Schools Athletics meeting between Matabele- 
land and Northern Transvaal Schools was cancelled an hour before Falcon 
athletes were due to leave, this was owing to heavy showers flooding the 
Messina track. Secondly, the annual Pentagonal:Relay Meeting this year 
to be held at Plumtree, had to be cancelled as well, heavy thunder storms 
completely water-logged their cinder track, This was a tremendous disap- 
pointment as a great deal of training and preparation had gone into the 
team. Falcon’s potential, as far as team work is concerned, far outweighs 
its individual talent and we must have been considered one of the favourites 
in the meeting. 


In a pre-Matabeleland Harriers Athletic Meeting our individual 
“stars” did very well. N. Stansbury took the Men’s Under 17 Bulawayo 
Harriers 1 500 m Cup; E. ffrench-Constant took the Keith Brackley Under 
17 400 m Cup and K. Webster took the Men’s Under 17 110 m Hurdles 
Cup. : 


Our entrants into the actual Matabeleland Championships did remark- 
ably well as it was still early in the season and the athletes had not reached 
full potential. However, Falcon reaped its largest crop ever of Matabele- 
land athletes, with nine representatives from the school. 


The 21st Inter-House Athletics Sports this year was an experiment 
and a very successful one at that. It was decided to introduce a new 
system whereby a great many more boys in the school were absorbed 
into competing in actual events, This had several advantages in that 
the competition between the houses became less confined. It extracted 
every drop of potential a house could muster in the strive for the esteemed 
Athletics Shield, particularly involving George Grey and Hervey. More 
boys, who would not normally be involved became very involved, their 
roles all important to gaining more house-points. Naturally more parents 
would watch their sons in action as well. 


The new system basically saw in all events both “A” competitors 
and “B” competitors competing in their respective “A” and “B” events. 
The awarded point system was obviously highest in the “A” events descend- 
ing and including the first three in the “B” events. 
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Some impressive records were set up on Sports Day: M. Mash added 
3 cms to the Under 14 high jump record raising it to 1,54 m. Kime in 
~ the Under 15 3 000 m knocked 1,2 seconds off the old record with a time 
of 10 minutes 32,6 seconds. G, Wilson knocked 3,6 seconds off the Under 16 
1500 m record in an impressive run, Hot rivals White and Wakefield 
both were within the Open 200 m record, the former winning at a time of 
23,0 seconds. The Open 100 m was a dead heat as well as a record with 
both White and Wakefield being. timed equally 11,1 seconds, clipping 
0,2 seconds off the old record, At the end of the day George Grey walked 
away with the Athletic Shield for the second year running. 


The Matabeleland Inter-School Athletics Meeting went fairly success- 
fully for Falcon. Unfortunately the team was weakened by injuries, 
nevertheless, despite our lack of depth, Falcon’s spirit was high, we were 
eventually placed fourth. Successful individuals were: Neil Stansbury 
with his three victories in the Under 17 800, 1500 and 3000 metres; close 
behind him was Mike Stewart, gaining two 2nd places and a 3rd respectively 
in the same events. Keith Webster gained Ist places in both the Under 17 


110 and 180 metres hurdles; Peter Wakefield gained Ist places in the 100 
and 200 metres. 


1976 looks a promising year as far as Falcon athletics is concerned, 
particularly with the up and coming young athletes such as sprinter C. 
Cunliffe and middle distance runner J. Hopkins. Finally my thanks to 
coaches Mr, Reed and Mr. McQuade for all the time and effort they 
devoted to training the team. Also to Mr. Stewart who devoted part of 
his free-time to training our field athletes — Falcon’s greatest weakness. 


T.J.B.W. 


Squash 


1975 has been an interesting year. Several members of the previous 
year’s team returned, and for the first time, certainly in recent years, some 
more junior players concentrated solely on squash, practising every after- 
noon. This produced very pleasing fluency, mainly in the more glamorous 
power-squash strokes — this needs to run complementary to hard varied 
games to give comparable mental preparation for tight competition, 
particularly in the sizing up of an opponent and the adapting of one’s 
game as it becomes necessary. Older and more established players were 
displaced. 
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I Provisional GRADING 


3 The team was well captained by B, Burrell who was extremely fit 
Me and powerful, but needed more varied competition, Other regular members 
1 were P. Cilliers, C. Mackay, J. N. Sanders and C. Reed. 


The boys began the season well beating the Staff 9—1, and followed 
this up by drawing with a well-matched town team brought out by Mr. 
Werner 4—4. A weakened side went on to beat Milton 4—1, and a 
large party of 26 went into the town to attend a coaching clinic given by 
the South African National Coach Mr. D. Quail. Falcon then lost by 
2—6 to a very powerful touring side from Michaelhouse, and the following 
day, three of our side played against them again for an invitation Matabele- 
land side. The Matabeleland trials for the Inter-Provincial Competition 
resulted in Burrell, Cilliers, Mackay and Sanders gaining the first four 
places in the Matabeleland Junior side for a very worthwhile visit to 
Salisbury. The side beat Manicaland 5—0 and just lost to Midlands 2—3. 
It was convincingly beaten by Mashonaland 0—5 and as a measure of 
the tremendously high standard there, the No. 1 schoolboy was playing 
in the Senior Men’s Team. The team was awarded Junior Matabeleland 
Colours. The school team went down 2—6 to another town side and 
an “A” team went down to a much improved Milton side. 


; 
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U5 ternal exam 


George Grey easily won the House Championships and the individual 
winners for 1975 were:— 


if Senior — Winner B, Burrell, Runner-up C. Reed. 
i Under 15 — Winner J. N. Sanders, Runner-up M. Keet. 
Under 13 — Winner S, Rodger, Runner-up M. Mash. 


G.A. 
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Tennis 


1975 was an encouraging year as all teams were able to hold their 
own in the few matches that were played. As the year progressed there 
was a marked improvement of standard in all age-groups and a great 
deal of enthusiasm was aroused, especially amongst the juniors. This 
was shown in the School Championships which had record entries in both 
the Junior and Open sections. 


The Ist VIII had a great deal of depth and potential and did well 
to reach the second round of the Mim du Toit Inter-School Championships, 
after winning their first round match on a games countback. This was 
without doubt the highlight of the year. ' 


The future prospects of tennis at Falcon look particularly encouraging 
but it is unfortunate that it is regarded as a minor sporting activity. 


LR.J.D. 


Sy, 


Swimming : 
“Tis not in mortals to command success ct 
But we'll do more . . . we'll deserve it.” 


‘In writing these Fae Joseph Addison may not have had the College 
Swimming Team in mind, but he certainly expressed their attitude. Seldom 
has a team trained more willingly or shown a more competitive spirit 
and seldom has a team more greatly deserved success. 

Although not covering themselves with glory, the members of the 
team for the Inter-High Gala swam creditably and with their usual 
enthusiasm. 

The Inter-House Championship Gala was, as always, a hotly-contested 
affair, with Founders re-gaining the position which they have occupied 
so often in the past —“that of Inter-House Champions, Led by the College 
Swimming Captain R. R. Mackay, who won five individual titles, they 
gained 121 points, to win from George Grey (83 points), Oates (74 points), 


_ Hervey (56 points) and. Tredgold (27 points), 


The Inter-House Relay Gala was even more exciting, the final result 
depending on the outcome of the last race, Oates, with 78 points, swam 
outstandingly well to win from Founders (76 points), with George Grey 
and Hervey following (each with 54 points), while Tredgold brought up 
the rear gaining 38 points. 


OPEN: INTER-HOUSE GALA RESULTS 
200 yds. Freestyle — R. Mackay 
100 yds. Freestyle — R. Mackay 
200 yds. Breaststroke — R. Mackay 
100 yds. Breaststroke — Bonthrone 
100 yds. Backstroke — R. Mackay 
100 yds. Butterfly — Gibson 
100 yds. Individual Medley — R. Mackay 
4 x 50 yds. Medley Relay — Founders 
4x 50 yds. Freestyle Relay — Oates 
Ul6: } 
200 yds. Freestyle — Sauls 
100 yds. Freestyle — Shenton 
200 yds. Breaststroke — Harwood-Nash 
100 yds. Breaststroke —- Harwood-Nash : 
50 yds. Backstroke — Lindsell 


50 yds. Butterfly — Pearson By 


~100 yds. Individual Medley — Pearson 
4x 50 yds. Medley — Founders 
4 x 50 yds. Freestyle Relay — Founders ° 
UI5: ; 
200 yds. Freestyle — Sly 
100 yds. Freestyle — Loubser 
200 yds. Breaststroke — Loubser 
50 yds. Breaststroke — Margesson 
50 yds. Backstroke — Sly and Cornelius 
50 yds. Butterfly — Loubser 
100 yds. Individual Medley -— Loubser 
4x 25 yds. Medley Relay — Oates 
4x 25 yds. Freestyle Relay — Oates 
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Ul4: 
200 yds. Freestyle — Clayton 
50 yds. Freestyle — Mash 
200 yds. Breaststroke — Clayton 
50 yds. Breaststroke — Elworthy 
50 yds. Backstroke — Clayton 
50 yds. Butterfly — Mash 
100 yds. Individual Medley — Clayton 
4x 25 yds. Medley Relay — Oates 
4 x 25 yds. Freestyle Relay — Founders 


U13: 
200 yds. Freestyle — de Groot 
50 yds. Freestyle — de Groot 
200 yds. Breaststroke — Thomas 
50 yds. Breaststroke — Thomas 
50 yds. Backstroke — de Groot (Record) 
50 yds. Butterfly — Ellis 
100 yds. Individual Medley — de Groot 
4x 25 yds. Freestyle Relay — George Grey 
4 x 25 yds. Freestyle Relay — George Grey 


The Captain of the College Team for 1976 will be M. E. Andrews 
(Oates). 


Water Polo 


The year started with a rather young and inexperienced side under 
the able captaincy of R. R, Mackay. The team put in a lot of hard work 
and made pleasing progress, and by the end of the third term was able 
to give a good account of itself. 


This year the Crusader Shield Finals took place during the third 
term. Thanks largely to some brilliant play by R. R. Mackay, ably sup- 
ported by the rest of the team, Falcon did better than expected. The 
most memorable game was that against Mt. Pleasant, 1974 holders of 
the Crusader Shield: in a nail-biting finish we were narrowly beaten 14—15. 


After the competition R. R. Mackay was chosen for the Rhodesian 
Schools side to participate in the first ever South African Schools competi- 
tion. 


CRUSADER SHIELD RESULTS 


Beat Milton 8—S5S 

Lost to Hamilton 3—14 
Lost to Gifford 7—10 

Lost to Plumtree 4—17 
Beat Allan Wilson 5—2 
Beat Churchill 6—4 

Beat Oriel 12—6 

Lost to Mt. Pleasant 14—15 
Lost to Prince Edward 6—12 
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Leaders: Messrs. J. STakesBy-LEWIS, G. ARMSTRONG, A. TAYLOR. 


Entomologists: Dr. E. PINHEY, Mr. F. DE Moor (Assisted by) RAPHAEL 
and PHILIP. 


Mammologist:. Mr. P. WRIGHT. 

Ornithologist: Dr. M. Jarvis (Assisted by) Mr. JoHN TURNER. 

Doctor: Dr. C. MOSTERT. 

Amphibiologist: Miss I. HiceGs. 

Skinners: ALBERT, JOHN AND PETER. 

Schoolboys: J. ANDERSON, L. ASHLEY, P. CrLtiers, L. Cox, D. Dopp, 
G. Dopp, J. Gasson, M. GREYVENSTEYN, N. Hitt, R. Kertu, G. 
MACLACHLAN, A. MAson, D. Pearson, C. Ranson, J. SEYMOUR- 
SmituH, N. STANSBURY, G. TEMPLETON, I. TERNOUTH, B. THAL, D. 
THRESHIE, M. TURNER. ‘ 


Saturday, 29th November, 1975 


At 10.45 a.m., a five-ton truck and two landrovers left the Falcon 
gates behind, and set out on what must surely rate as one of the most 
eventful Falcon expeditions ever to take place. The lorry was an orange 
Bedford, and on the back were stacked mountains of tin trunks, food 
cartons, tents, and various Heath Robinson inventions designed to facilitate 
camp life (such as a portable toilet-seat and shower!), These were all 
secured with a tarpaulin, and on top of this perched fifteen unsuspecting 
schoolboys in various states of undress. Hopes were high, and several 
Walter Mitty remarks were passed between them. “I would love to see 
the folks’ faces after I’ve gone two and a half weeks without a razor!” 
remarked someone, gleefully stroking his chin, 
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At midday we reached the museum, and the convoy was strengthened - 


by two more landrovers, ‘belonging to the museum. Room was made 
on the top of the truck for those schoolboys who had managed to escape 
loading by staying in Bulawayo for the night, and ten minutes after arrival 
_ the convoy took leave of Bulawayo, and headed for Plumtree. 
At first the sun shone, but soon squalls of rain approached, and 
confusion reigned on top of the lorry with its occupants desperately trying 
to get a fair share of tarpaulin as protection. The landrover behind the 
lorry was kept occupied picking up hats which blew off in the wind. 


Just short of the Rhodesian border-post we suffered our first set-back. 
The rear right tyre of the truck had split, and the mechanical section 
found to their dismay that the spare tyre was not a perfect fit. With a 
few minor alterations, however, we were on our way again, and passed 
through the Rhodesian Immigration without incident. It was decided to 
send a landrover ahead of the rest of the party to arrange the petrol 
and camp in Francistown. The rest of the party made its own pace over 
the few miles of “no-man’s land”, and soon arrived at the Botswana post. 
Good progress had been made, and the schoolboy party was in high 
spirits as we entered the building. 


The adult section, however, was not, and several long faces greeted 
us at the door. It was obvious that some great disaster had occurred, 
and the full extent of the tragedy dawned on us as we approached the 
customs desk, Their beers had been confiscated, and 46 of them were 
strewn before the customs official, who was making out a deed of confisca- 
tion, Perhaps we did not appreciate the true seriousness of the situation, 
for more of us were intent on finding our cameras to photograph the 
looks of dismay, than on contemplating the consequences that this dis- 
covery could have. At any rate, our passports stamped, we waited by 
the vehicles for Mr. Stakesby-Lewis. With ten minutes gone, and still 
no sign of him, we re-entered the building to satisfy our curiousity. Appa- 
rently the gun permits had not arrived yet, and as a result our attempts 
to import five shotguns into Botswana had no legal grounds, To make 
matters worse, the guns were not in our possession, but were thought to 
be securely locked in their case in the Museum landrover driven by Mr. 
Wright, now well on its way to Francistown! As a result, not only were 
they “gun-runners”, but the border authorities had erred in letting them 
through! The officials immediately notified the Francistown police of 
the Jandrovers’ licence-numbers, and of the occupants names, There 
ae little the rest of us could do but sit and wait for the landrovers to 
return. 


About half-an-hour later a landrover could be heard in the distance, 
but was soon identified as Mr. Armstrong’s, and therefore the wrong one! 
It had been stopped near Tshesebe in a police road-block, but the other 
landrover had not been seen. As time passed, there was a noticeable 
change in facial expressions. The official’s face grew firmer, and ours 
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grew correspondingly longer. Mr. Stakesby-Lewis could not induce the 
official to phone through to Gaborone for clearance, but managed to get 
permission for he and Dr. Mostert to return to Plumtree. An hour later 
they returned, but the position was unchanged as they had been unable 
to make contact with anyone in Gaborone. In the interim, the lorry and 
three landrovers had been stripped and searched thoroughly, and by now 
hight had fallen, 

The situation was extremely delicate. We were not allowed into 
Botswana, nor back into Rhodesia, and nor were we allowed to camp 
at the border-post. This obviously did not leave us many places to sleep, 
and many of us were dreaming enviously of the Tibetan Lamas! Matters 
were made worse by the curfew on the Rhodesian border. 

At about. 7.00 p.m., a landrover full of armed Botswana police 
arrived at the border, and we were all placed under arrest, and given an 
armed escort to Francistown. At the Francistown police-station we met 
the five occupants of the museum landrover who had also been arrested, 
and were being held in custody in the courtyard. They had apparently 
arrived unhampered at the Francistown garage, and had waited for ihe 
rest of the party there. When we didn’t arrive, Albert and John remained 
at the garage, while Mr. Wright, Mr. Taylor and Ranson drove to the 
police station to find out what had happened to us. No sooner had they 
entered’ than the unfortunate group found themselves at the receiving end 
of a battery of questions ending with arrest. The police went to collect 
Albert and John from the garage, and they all waited for our arrival. 

We were finally allowed permission to go to Maun and have our 
visas extended there, and just after 11.30 p.m. we left the police station 
and headed for the garage. We were so exhausted that after a quick 
supper, we laid our sleeping bags on the concrete of the garage work- 
shop, and fell into a well-needed sleep. 

Sunday, 30th November, 1975 

We arose at 5.00 a.m. intent to beat the heat of the day by making 

an early start. There were several 44-gallon drums of petrol which had 
to be loaded, and as a result we took it in shifts to unload and reload 
the truck while others ate a make-shift breakfast. Dr. Pinhey, Mr. Taylor, 
Turner, Raphael and Philip left before the rest of us so that they could 
stop at various spots to collect insects. 
_ At 7.40 am. the convoy once again rolled, and we began the 320 
mile journey from Francistown to Maun. We expected, all going well, 
to arrive at 6.00 p.m., and indeed, by lunch, had made good progress. 
The countryside was outstanding for its lack of features, For 320 miles 
an almost dead-straight road continued through Mopani forests, and over 
open plains. At times we passed the occasional palm or baobab, and 
the edge of the Makarikari salt pans helped to relieve the monotony. 
However, we had entered an area which was almost completely flat, 
and for the next two weeks, even the smallest of kopjes were few and 
far between. 
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After our lunch-break at the Big Tree (a baobab situated approxi- 
mately half-way between the two towns) two landrovers with Mr. Stakesby- 
Lewis, Drs. Pinhey and Jarvis, and the Dodd brothers drove ahead to 
establish camp at Maun. It was then that we suffered our next set-back, 
and it seemed that fate would not let us go. The museum landrover 
driven by Mr. de Moor had a blow-out, skidded, rolled once, and landed 
on its wheels. Fortunately it was not extremely serious, and only Maclach- 
lan required immediate medical attention from Dr. Mostert. Mr. de 
Moor and Miss Higgs were unhurt, but the two skinners, Albert and 
John, complained of pains in their back. The two landrovers which 
had gone ahead returned, and it was decided to take the five concerned 
to Maun hospital, 


i ing i i i d and desperate 
of rain pouring into their sleeping bags. There was a ma 
rush for the pell-tenis, and the resulting confusion beneath the canvas 
could only be seen to be believed. 
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Mr. Stakesby-Lewis was successful in extending our visas to the 
required length of time, and also managed to clear our five shotguns which 
had been sealed in their case by the Francistown police. 


With a relaxing day and a good meal behind most of us we went 
to bed early, intent on being refreshed and ready for the last stage of 
the journey — a stretch of approximately 150 miles around the northern 
side of the swamps, and down to Four Rivers Camp near Xugana Lagoon. 


Tuesday, 2nd December, 1975 


Just before 5.00 a.m. we were awoken by Mr. Stakesby-Lewis, who, 
taking unfair advantage of our sleepy state, was loudly quoting the first 
Stanza from the “Rubaiyyat of Omar Khayyam”, Eager to get on 
our way, we managed to strike camp and consume breakfast by 7.00 a.m. 
and shortly afterwards the vehicles began to roll, The roads at this 
stage were becoming steadily worse, and deep sand covered the track at 
various stages, While the four-wheel drive landrovers had no difficulty 
in navigating the sand patches, the heavily loaded lorry, being only a 
two-wheel drive vehicle, was in danger of getting stuck unless it had 
sufficient momentum to carry it through. With this in mind the occupants 
at the back of the lorry hung on for dear life as it successfully ploughed 
through the sand traps. ’ 


Game was in abundance, and herds of sable, tsessebe, warthog, giraffe 
and lechwe were often spotted. There was also evidence of elephant 
in the form of torn down trees lying across the track, and trunks stripped 
of their bark. The back of the truck was ideal for game-viewing with 
all-round visibility and added height. The only problem with the height 
factor was that the track had been designed for landrovers and other 
bush vehicles, with the result that several of the branches were low enough 
to cause great concern among those seated quite a few feet above ihe 
height of the cab roof! To make matters worse, most of the trees were 
in fact large thorn bushes and there was no doubt who came off second 
best in the many brief, but decisive encounters! 

Just short of Moremi Game Reserve the convoy stopped to wait 
for Mr. Stakesby-Lewis who had remained in Maun to make a few last- 
“minute arrangements. Two hours passed, and there was still no sign 
of him. Mr. Armstrong, meanwhile, was attempting to induce a dung- 
beetle, complete with ball of dung, to venture into the sunlight so that 
it could be filmed. The unfortunate creature found its previously bumpy 
path miraculously transformed into a straight furrow with high banks 
on either side. It had no choice but to follow the path out into the sun- 
light, and did so to the whirring of the camera (the things which are 
endured to become a film-star!). 

Mr, Stakesby-Lewis finally arrived, bearing the news that he had 
been stuck for two hours only a few miles back. The museum landrover, 
twisted, and without windows after its previous experience, had failed | 
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to navigate a patch of swamp, and had got stuck on its sump. 

Having seen such an abundance of game outside Moremi, we ex- 
pected, only naturally, to see even more whilst inside the game park. 
However, as we were following the link road near the perimeter fence, 
we saw no more game till we had left the reserve! 

Our progress had been good and our guide, Lucas, saw no reason 
why we shouldn’t reach camp before sunset. The sand soon showed that 
it had other ideas, though, and just before 3,00 p.m. the lorry stuck for 
the first time. The third time was more serious and it required two land- 
rovers coupled in tandem, plus branches strewn over the track, before 
the lorry could be moved. There was still a chance of making camp 
before sunset, but to ensure that a hot meal was waiting for us when we 
arrived, two landrovers were sent ahead with a landrover from the 
Xugana Lodge a resort only a few miles from our proposed base camp. 
We were then only a little over twenty miles from our destination. 

11.00 p.m. arrived and the distance still had not been covered. A 
group of dejected and heat-fatigued travellers dug their shoulders for 
the thirty-sixth time into grips on the side and back of the truck, but to 
no avail. The truck was overheating, and its clutch was burning out, 
having been on the road for over sixteen hours in one day, In the end 
we decided to abandon it till the next day, so leaving Hill, Ranson, 
Templeton and Stansbury to unload the essentials, the others piled into 
the landrovers, looking forward to a good hot meal. Fortune smiled, 
The advance party had arrived after sunset, and had been unable to find 
any water, As a result no supper or tea greeted the travel-weary band. 
Under the guidance of Mr. Stakesby-Lewis 
and Mr. Armstrong, however, water was 
located, and supper was ready by the time 
the group was collected from the lorry, 
together with the unloaded possessions.- 

After supper two landrovers went to 
the nearest water, their occupants intent on{-) %)~ 
washing off the day’s dirt, Threshie provi (4 
ded us with an amusing spectacle when he 
found what he swore was a six inch leech 
on his leg! The much-fated museum land- 
rover failed to make it through the thick 
swamp mud on the way back, with the 
result that at 2.30 a.m. in the morning we 
found ourselves standing knee-deep in mud, 
and once again pushing. Five minutes 
later, the landrover had become-the second 
vehicle of the day to be abandoned! In 
Strangely high spirits we arrived back at 
camp, and never has a sleeping bag on the 
ground felt as good as it did then! 
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Wednesday, 3rd December, 1975 


It is virtually impossible to sleep late outdoors, so despite our late 
night we were all up before 7.00 am. Luckily it hadn’t rained, as no 
tents had been pitched, and no one was in a fit state to get up and pitch 
them, rain or no rain! 


After breakfast two parties were detailed, one to go and complete 
the unloading of the lorry, and the other to tow out the landrover, Both 
tasks were soon accomplished, and the lorry, being completely empty, 
only stuck three more times before it reached camp. 


Most of the morning was spent getting the camp into a reasonable 
semblance of order. At first it had been thought that the base camp 
would have to be moved closer to the water, but soon another supply of 
water was found only 100 metres from camp much to last night’s advance 
party’s chagrin! . 


A kitchen and store shelter was rigged up behind the fire, together 
with a stores tent and on opposite side a dining shelter was erected, 
beneath which we constructed tables and benches out of wood planks 
and H-bars. Around this focal point, tents were pitched at various 
intervals. 


By lunchtime camp construction was completed, and from now 
onwards time was ours (unless, of course, we were on kitchen duty that 
day). If we were not needed for various camp chores such as wood 
or water collecting parties, we could go fishing, shooting, swimming (in 
knee-deep water), or attach ourselves for the day to the various scientific 
parties. 


Thursday, 4th December, 1975 


At last we were established at base-camp, and our resident experts 
could now get down to their studies seriously. There were four distinct 
departments. Dr. Jarvis was collecting birds in general for the museum, 
but was particularly interested in obtaining a specimen of the extremely 
rare Slatey Egret which is known to reside in the swamps. Dr. Pinhey 
was most interested in the dragonflies of the area, while the other entomo- 
logist with us, Mr. de Moor, was collecting generally for the museum. 


Mr. Wright, while helping Dr. Jarvis in the ornithological department, — 


had a particular interest in bats and Miss Higgs specialised in frogs. 


The various departments had all laid their traps the day before, 
and the period before breakfast was dedicated to investigating what these 
traps had yielded, Dr. Pinhey achieved instant success by finding the 
first female ever discovered of the Trithemis brydeni species, and after 
breakfast was rewarded with further interesting discoveries. 
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There was not quite as much wild life as some had expected, but 
there was certainly no lack of animals, as tsessebe, lechwe, warthog, 
baboons and impalas, among others, roamed freely the plains around the 
camp. These plains merged with regions of thick swamp, and were dotted 
with pans — water-holes for the animals and birds. The rains had not yet 
started and as a result patches of land which are normally flooded in 
the wet season were easily accessible to us. 


Friday, 5th December, 1975 


Owing to cloud cover on the first few days, the heat was not over- 
powering, and in fact conditions were pleasant to work in. Around camp 
the tsetses were relatively scarce, and they also generally kept away from 
the river, thus not troubling any who wished to fish. The acknowledged 
fishermen of the trip were Dr. Mostert, Gasson, Hill, Cilliers and Greyven- 
steyn, and they were often to be seen drifting between the reeds in the 
boat lent to us by Xugana Lodge. On this particular trip they caught a 
6 lb. bream and a 14 Ib. tiger, and claimed to have shot the elusive Slatey 
Egret. Examination of the unfortunate bird, however, proved their 
identification wrong. We were also allowed to uSe the lodge’s canoes, 
and various parties took advantage of that facility as well. 


After supper Mr, Wright, Mr. de Moor, Hill, Templeton, Anderson 
and Mason went hunting in an attempt to obtain specimens of nocturnal 
animals, The landrover had a closed cab, but the back was open, and 
three people stood holding onto the cab roof.’ Templeton stood in the 
middle holding the searchlight, while Hill and Anderson stood on either 
side of him with the shotguns, The fun and games started when a jackal 
was spotted, and Mr. Wright turned off the track to give chase. Anderson’s 
pleas that he was being pushed off went unheeded by the other two in 
the excitement of the chase. They were just short of 30 metres from the 
jackal and going at over 20 m.p.h., when the landrover hit an ant-heap. 
Hill toppled into Templeton, who toppled into the unfortunate Anderson, 
who, having no one to topple into, toppled overboard, and was left in a 
cloud of dust. The landrover stopped, and Anderson looking like the 
legendary swamp-monster in the beam of the searchlight, stumbled through 
the curtain of dust, and was greeted with hoots of laughter from the others. 
Although the shotgun butt was cracked, Anderson was unhurt. 


Saturday, 6th December, 1975 


First thing next morning a group left with Anderson to attempt to 
find his watch, some money, and five shotgun cartridges which had been 
lost in his escapade the night before. Their search was fruitless, however, 
and to add to Anderson’s misfortune, he went for the 33rd time after 
breakfast. ; i 
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By now a definite routine had been established, _ Before breakfast 
various groups would do the rounds of the traps, collecting the specimens, 
Breakfast was held some time after 7.00 a.m. and 
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begin. There was a great v tatioot activities, and by assigning ones 
to a different. group each day, one could learn a great deal. Lunch was 
eaten at about 1.00 p.m. and usually comprised bread (freshly baked that 
morning by the day’s cooks) and tea. In the evening most people used 
to wend their way down to the nearest stream and bathe as best they could 
in the shallow, but clear (unless you stirred up the silt on the bottom) 
water. 
Supper was invariably a good meal (it had to be to make up for 
breakfast) and had usually a soup, a stew and a pudding. 


® 
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Taking advantage of the opportunity to set up a sub-camp, Cilliers, 
— D. Dodd, Gasson, Greyvenstein, Stansbury, Threshie and Turner drove 
up the Maun track for about an hour, turned off into the scrub and set 
‘up camp near some pans. Game was more plentiful here than near the 
base camp and a warthog and her baby stumbled right into the camp 
before fleeing. A tree stripped of its bark next to the fire showed that 
elephant had been here a couple of days previously. Sleep-talking is not 
uncommon in places to which you are unaccustomed and Stansbury caused 
much concern in the tent at the sub-camp by suddenly sitting up in. the 
middle of the night, looking out of the flap and shouting in anguish, 
“Oh, no! What’s going on here?” Turner sat up in alarm and asked what 
the matter was, to which Stansbury replied, “Never mind, I'll tell you 
in the morning,” and promptly lay down and went back to sleep. Needless 
to say, Turner’s sleep for the rest of the night could not be termed peaceful! 
The next morning, Stansbury denied all knowledge of the incident. 


Sunday, 7th December, 1975 


On Sunday it happened — Anderson and Ternouth took over the ~ 
kitchen. Initially they began by instructing each other on what to do, 
and as the rest of the camp came alive they also began to instruct them. 
Soon it became all too apparent that their inactivity was a ploy designed 
to force everyone else, hungry for breakfast, to do the dog’s work and 
by 8.45 breakfast had still not appeared. Led by Dr. Mostert, a general 
exodus began from camp and armed with tinned lunch, many left for 
the day, intent on avoiding the resulting chaos. 


It was this hasty retreat and tinned lunch that was the direct cause 
of Dr. Mostert’s downfall, Standing on the bank of the river, a tin of 
beer in one hand and a vienna sausage in the other, he lost his footing 
and unwilling tc lose his hastily acquired lunch, did a somersault into the 
water. Thinking that the tin of beer was in one hand (this part of the 
story was denied by the doctor) he kept it out of the water. Unfortunately 
this was the wrong hand and all that could be seen of the submerged 
doctor was an upright hand containing a sausage, Afterwards, having 
consumed a diluted beer and a wet sausage, he was recompensed with a 
hot shower, coffee and a clean shirt at the Lodge. 


Everyone (excepting Dr, Jarvis, John Turner, Lucas, Raphael and 
Pearson who had set up a sub-camp on the river that night) returned 
for a magnificent supper prepared by everyone except the cooks and 
turned in around 10.00 p.m. 


Monday, 8th December, 1975 


_ After breakfast, two landrovers left on a sight-seeing and game- 
viewing safari and drove north and then eastwards. Unfortunately, any 
approach towards the big game concentrations, is also an approach 
towards the big tsetse fly concentrations and attracted by the land- 
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rovers, the tsetses homed in on the occupants. The tsetse-fly is desig- 
ned to feed off animals such as antelope and buffalo and thus its sting 
can prove rather painful to the exposed human skin, It is also such a 
thick skinned insect that it is not killed by a direct slap, but only if rolled 
into the skin. Owing to its sharp sting the tsetse is usually only successful 
in obtaining a meal from the foot, as people, feeling the sharp prick 
tend to think that they have merely been jabbed by a thorn, and remain 
innocent of the fact that a tsetse is feeding off their life blood! 


After lunch the people who had set up the sub-camp near Meakom 
returned. They had been unsuccessful in finding the Slatey Egret, but 
had succeeded in being thoroughly bitten by mosquitoes, which concentra- 
ted near the river, had somehow managed to bite through the mosquito- 
nets. 


Soon after the sight-seeing party arrived back the fishing leaguers 
left to take the boat and establish a camp at Meakom for the night. The 
original plan to set up a bigger sub-camp at Meakom had been abandoned 
owing to the difficulty in getting there by landrover. The river which 
they followed wound itself between two banks of thick papyrus reeds, 
dotted at intervals with crocodiles and the occasional hippo. It widened 
out into two lagoons near Xugana. 


The party in the boat arrived just before nightfall and experimented 
in night fishing. 


Interest was caused in camp in the evening by the arrival of two 
river bushmen, eager to trade clothes for spears and knives. Those who 
believed in the primitiveness of the wild were disillusioned to discover that 
the spearheads had been bought in Maun, but several transactions were 
carried out, A bushman in cadet uniform? 


Tuesday, 9th December, 1975 


The day began as usual at base camp. The mist-nets were cleared 
before breakfast and Dr, Pinhey was up early catching dragonflies. At 
Meakom they were also up early to go fishing and had to leave at about 
9.30 a.m. so that Hill could be back before midday to meet his, father 
and Mr. Turner who were due to fly in for the day and night. The air- 
strip was a few hundred metres from camp and had been marked out 
by Hill and some helpers a few days previously. 


Mr. de Moor and Miss Higgs took a group insect hunting out at 
some pans, while Mr. Armstrong went out armed with his ‘camera. Mr. 
Hill and Mr, Turner arrived just before 1.30 p.m. and the latter was 
given a warm welcome by Ranson who offered the headmaster (completely 
by accident he claimed!) salt to put in his coffee, The coffee was on the 
point of being tasted when Mr, Stakesby-Lewis pointed out the mistake! 
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After lunch Mr. Wright, Lucas the guide and four others drove to 
some pans two hours to the north to set up some bat nets and camp there 
for the night. They were greeted at the pans by three lionesses, lying 
on an anthill, which only moved when they had the landrover driven 
Straight at them. The nets were set up and were almost immediately filled 
by a flock of Blacksmith Plovers which flew straight into them and had 
to be freed. However, by 11.00 p.m. twelve bats, of five different species, 
had been caught and having built up the fire, eaten and chased a hyena 
away from the camp perimeter, everyone went to sleep, intent on getting 
up at first light the next morning to beat the tsetse-flies. 


Wednesday, 10th December, 1975 


_ The sub-campers at the pans were up at 5.00 a.m., but were delayed 

in their attempt to get back to base camp as the nets had been filled over- 

night with fish and still more birds which had to be freed, The tsetses 

descended and anything up to forty of them could be counted at any 

single moment on the shirt of each of the landrover’s occupants. The 

ae party arrived back just as the main camp was stirring for break- 
st. 

Staying at the Xugana Lodge was a charming lady, a Mrs, Carter 
from Texas, with her son and they were collecting specimens to send to 
the Smithsonian Institute. They required help and as a result two groups 
went over to give a hand. One group assisted with the catching of fish 
and other marine life, while the other systematically cleared a patch of 
swamp measuring | 000 square feet in area. They caught one shrew 
and two snakes and discovered three rats nests, thus proving that there 
is quite a high density of life in the swamps. 

Dr. Jarvis and two others went in the museum landrover to take 
down some of the mist-nets from the further pans and once again the 
much-fated vehicle got stuck on its sump and had to be abandoned for 
the second time. 

After supper Miss Higgs went out again with a group of boys to 
catch frogs in the reeds. This supposedly difficult operation is accom- 
plished by shining a torch into the unfortunate frog’s eyes, and then 
Seizing it while it is mesmerized. 


Thursday, 11th December, 1975 


This was the day before our proposed departure, so most of the 
day was spent clearing up and clearing out the camp site, though normal 
activities carried on to a small extent. 

It was drizzling with rain, and Dr. Pinhey was so sure that he would 
catch nothing more spectacular that he took a group game-viewing in 
his landrover. His surprise can be imagined, therefore, when he returned 
to find that his two assistants, Raphael and Philip, working in his absence, 
had caught some specimens of the Anax bangwueluensis species. Prior 
to this there were only eight known specimens of this species in the world 
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— one male in the British Museum, one male in a private. collection and 
five males and one female in the Rhodesian Museum, Dr. Pinhey immedia- 
tely shipped his insect net and went to hunt for more, An hour later 
he had on his collecting table 26 males and 13 females — a spectacular. 
catch! 


That night people went for their last swim and wash in the swamps, 
and returned for supper at a camp which was only a shell of what it 
had been a day previously. 


Friday, 12th December, 1975 


Everyone was up at 5.00 a.m. and busied themselves with the last 
jobs involving the stripping of the camp. In an attempt to beat the sand, 
only the bare essentials were put on the lorry and every- 
thing else was packed in the landrovers. Most of the / 
tinned food had been eaten and as a result the back of \Os 
the lorry was a good three foot lower than it had been 
on the outward journey, 


By 7.00 a.m. the vehicles were once again moving, 
but instead of following the track, the lorry drove straight 
through the bush, hugging the edges of the swamps which 
has harder ground than the plains. The people on the 
back, sitting on uncushioned tin trunks and oil drums, 
were compelled to hold on more tightly than normal, 
particularly as the many bumps would elevate them, jockey 
style and cause them to come crashing down on the metal 
trunks, or in some cases between them! 


However, the bundu-bashing was extremely successful, 
and by the time we had reached Moremi Game Reserve, ya 
the lorry had stuck only three times. The previous rains 
had also helped in hardening the sand patches, Moremi _ + 
was reached at 12.00 noon and the only delay apart - 
from the stickings had been when the truck ran over a concealed branch 
while beating its own track and punctured a front tyre. Dr, Pinhey was 
the only other victim of the day’s travelling when he stuck in a deep 
rut shortly after leaving camp. 


There were no further delays after Moremi and even the awaited 
Battle of the Thorn Bushes proved a minor skirmish owing to the great 
reduction in the height of the lorry’s packing. Maun was reached shortly 
after, 3.00 p.m.. (eight hours travelling in contrast to the corresponding 
sixteen of the outward journey!) and all the vehicles were quickly un- 
loaded and filled equally quickly with all those who were keen for a cold 
drink in Maun (everyone!). 
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In Maun there were several clashes with the authorities. Many of 
us were stopped by Immigration officials and asked for our passports, 
among other questions. Gasson, Cilliers, Greyvensteyn and Pearson rode 
into Maun in glorious oblivion on the roof rack of Dr, Pinhey’s landrover 
and five minutes later found themselves under arrest in the police charge 
office faced with the option of R100,00 each or three months in jail. 
Luckily it was later reduced to R5,00 apiece, and although only Gasson 
and Cilliers had paid they were all released on condition that Greyvensteyn 
and Pearson return first thing the next morning. . 


Saturday, 13th December, 1975 


After yet another early start the camp was struck and the vehicles 
turned back towards Francistown, 320 miles away. af 


A landrover stayed behind to take Pearson and Greyvensteyn to 
the police station, while Mr. Wright, Dr. Mostert and Dr, Pinhey had 
left in the museum landrover at 3.00 a.m. that morning in an attempt 
to reach Bulawayo in a day. 


Thus it was a depleted convoy that took its final leave of the swamps 
and began that long and featureless journey: undoubtedly the most 
uninteresting part of the whole trip. It was cold in the morning and a 
strong headwind plus rain threatened to blow off the tarpaulin which 
was shielding those on the back of the truck. The Dodd landrover became 
the first victim of the day when it got a flat, but had to wait for Dr. Pinhey’s 
landrover (driven by Mr. de Moor and Mr. Taylor) for the correct spanners, 
Mr. Armstrong had also taken leave of the expedition at Maun, as he 
intended to remain at the swamps for a longer period and thus Dr. Pin- 
hey’s landrover was the one compelled to remain at Maun. 


The truck stopped for lunch at the Big Tree and waited for the other 
two landrovers to catch up, They arrived only half an hour after the 
truck as Dr. Pinhey’s landrover had managed to catch up after being 
held for two hours at the police station. 


Just short of Francistown the two landrovers went ahead to fill up 
with petrol and everyone bade farewell to Ranson who was leaving the 
expedition to travel home to Mahalapye, in southern Botswana. A few 
minutes later the truck became the next victim and ran dry of petrol, It 
thus had to be “bled” before we could move again. 


The truck and landrovers met at the garage in Francistown and 
once again it was necessary to unload the truck, put on the other petrol 
drums and reload again. By now it was 7.00 p.m. and we were all looking 
forward to the braai which was being most generously provided for us 
by Mr. and Mrs. Sanders. 
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Just before 1 ye ere~a (oO le however, immigration officials 
arrived at the garage’ ‘and «demanded ‘that we should report to the police 
. Station for a passport check. They also asked to see our specimen- 
collecting permit, which, as misfortune would have it, had been sent 
ahead with Mr. Wright and Dr. Pinhey, who were carrying most of the 
specimens! We collapsed back on the lorry, visualising an unwanted 
repeat performance of the first day, However, Mr. Stakesby-Lewis mana- 
‘ged to get permission to delay the passport check till the next day and 


so we all drove to the Sanders’ house for a very welcome and refreshing - 


braai and sleep. 


Sunday, 14th December, 1975 


The thought of entering Rhodesia again made us all keen to move, 
but an early start was prevented by the pending police check. Shortly 
after 7.00 am. we took leave of the Sanders and drove to the police 
station, only to find that they knew nothing about us. We returned to 
the garage and performed a few last minute checks on the vehicles. While 
we were there a man drove up, “Hawaii 5—0” style, apparently intent 
on pumping up his car tyres. Fifteen minutes later, his tyres hard, he 
left, and was replaced by a well-dressed man wearing two hats, who 
dS our carryings on with interest. 
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The few hours drive to the border was achieved without incident 
and to our amazement we were allowed through without the slightest 
hindrance. The Rhodesian post provided an even smaller obstacle and 
soon we were driving once again on tar and heading for Bulawayo. 


Falcon was reached around 1.30 p.m. and after unloading the truck, 
a shower and a meal at the Stakesby-Lewis’ house, we were all heading 
back to Bulawayo, from where we would disperse to our various destina- 
tions. 


Overall, despite the many and varied mishaps (which are anyway 
an integral part of an expedition) this Botswana trip was a great success 
and was enjoyed and appreciated by everyone. The resident experts were 
successful in their collecting and by helping them, the schoolboys learnt 
considerably, There remains little for me to do except, on behalf of 


all those who went on the expedition, to thank all those who made the 


expedition possible (both before it left and while it was on), in particular 
in this respect, Mr, Stakesby-Lewis. 
N.H.DS. 


The Completion of a Research Project 


by Elliot Pinhey, National Museum, Bulawayo. 
(January, 1976) 


For some years J have been compiling a paper on the Dragonflies 
of Botswana with records obtained from many parts of the territory, Since 
Dragonflies are tied by apron strings to aquatic conditions they are far 
more prevalent in swamps and: streams than in the arid Kalahari. The 
Okavango delta is, in fact, the richest dragon area in Southern Africa 
and the species are closely associated with their counterparts of Angola 
and Zambia. . 


Falcon College has provided the means of entering the depths of 
the swamps, which can only be reached in convoy. It is in Khwai, Moremi 
and Four-Rivers that the most interesting records are found and I antici- 
pated that this 1975 visit would provide material for completion of the 
paper. At the outset there were some outstanding draconic problems 
which Falconians could help to solve, but this expedition far exceeded 
expectations. 


Nobody can truthfully say our journey to the swamps lacked incident, 
but one slight diversion with the Leader might be overlooked. It was the 
discovery of a new route to the mid-section of the interesting Botletle 
River which might prove useful in the future. 
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Selby’s Four-River camp-site is idyllic, set amongst surprisingly large 
evergreens as well as Kigelia pinnata, with threateningly pendant “sau- 
sages”, and knobbly Acacia nigrescens. Nearby swamps, pans, scrub 
and forest stretches provide a variety of Dragonfly habitats, despite the 
thorn-bush that tears flesh already under attack by Tsetse. The bush 
this time was colourfully dotted with scarlet Snake Lilies (Haemanthus). 


Collecting started well the first morning with a series of Trithemis 
falconis before breakfast. Thereafter, volunteers waded with us in swamps 
to collect many Enallagma angolicum and other rarities. Two females of 
Trithemis brydeni, quite unknown in this sex, as well as a series of the rare 
Macromia kimminsi were soon captured. During a 1973 boat trip from 
Xugana lagoon females taken of a Damselfly were thought to be the Zam- 
bian Pseudagrion fisheri. This could only be confirmed by the capture 


of a male and this. time both sexes were collected on boat excursions, 
confirming the identification. 


The most spectacular success was the capture of both sexes of Anax 
bangweuluensis. Around Xugana, Mrs. Carter of the Smithsonian Ex- 
pedition had taken a few of this species in flight as well as other dragons 
which I was permitted to identify. Our specimens of bangweuluensis were 
all being captured by useful mist-nets. Our last day in camp, marred by 
rain, seemed to be a wash-out until Philip and Raphael discovered large 


numbers flying amongst long grass, a magnificent conclusion to our dragon 
survey. 


Butterflies were distinctly poorer than on earlier visits. Moths, mostly 
recorded before, provided two new records of special interest, a Bagworm 
and a remarkable Clearwing (collected by Ferdinand), mimicking a red 
plant bug. Clearwings are generally close facsimiles of bees and wasps 
and this bug-mimic was quite a novelty. 
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Insect Collecting on the 1975 Falcon 
College Expedition to 4 R.C. Botswana 


Dr. Pinhey has given a separate report on the Dragonflies and Lepi- 
doptera collected on the expedition. 


The majority of specimens collected at present are not yet pinned 
and sorted so I shall merely give a glancing report on a few of the more 
interesting catches made, 


Weather-wise we had a very dry expedition and except for a few 
showers at the tail-end of the expedition very little rainfall was recorded. 
Surface water was however abundant and usually pools were close at hand. 


The collecting of the groups Coleoptera and Diptera was a little 
disappointing, however a sudden “blooming” of species (coinciding with 
the rains just prior to our departure) occurred and produced some interest- 
ing catches. 


The only Meloid beetle collected was Ceroctis blanda which on the 
1973 expedition had been well collected, was represented by a meagre 
three specimens on this occasion. Pitfall traps produced large numbers 
of Zophosis sp. representing three species. These active little beetles 
one often encountered on dry sandy patches. The tiger beetles Cicindelidae 
included Megacephala regalis and an interesting Cicindela species near 
C. mimula which we have on record only from the Eastern districts so far. 
This might prove to be a new species? 


Dung pads and old carcasses near camp produced a few Sisyphus 
and other Coprinae dung beetles as well as a Dermestes sp. new to the 
Collection. The light trap on one night produced any number of termites 
and nothing else, but on one or two occasions fine collections of Rove 
beetles Staphylinidae and Cerambycidae long horned beetles were made. 


Malaise and Moericke traps adorned the camp 


in this locality. 
Several species of ants were also collected and one rathe 


It will be interesting to make a comparison with the matetial 
on the 1973 expedition and see what effects the better rain 
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Old Boys’ Notes 


MARRIAGES 


BRAITHWAITE—BRISBIN: Anthony (69) and Katherine, in Ancaster, 
Ontario, on June 7th, 1975. 


tiers Robert (72) and Linda Judd, in Salisbury, on February 


MIDDLETON: Tony (70), in Salisbury, on July 14th, 1975. 


McKENZIE—DICKSON: Michael (72) and Jennifer, in Lusaka, on 
January 10th. 1976. 


JACKSON—HARVEY: Robert (64) and Caroline, in London, on July 
26th, 1975. 


CAMPBELL—GILES: David Campbell (68) to Penny Giles, in Ndola, 
on 10th April, 1976. 


ROBERTS—LEWIS: John Roberts (69) to Wendy Lewis, in the U.K., 
on 12th October, 1975. 


ies 


BIRTHS 
WILSON: To Derek (60) and Pat, a son, Kingsley, on March 27th 1975. 
FILER: To Robin (62) and Jenny, a son, on May Ist, 1975. 
GALLOW: To Bryan (66) and his wife, a son, on December 14th, 1974. 
KIRK: To Sandy and Jane (70) a daughter, Andrea Mary, on January ~ 
15th, 1975. 


ROBINSON: To Guy (66) and his wife Lindsay, a daughter in Mazabuka, 
Zambia late 1975. 


U.K. AND EUROPE 


JOHN WATT (73) is at Pembroke College, Cambridge, where he has 
completed his first year of an Engineering degree. His course involves 
‘a good deal of practical work during the vacations, which he finds 
interesting. 


Also at University in the U.K. are PETER MATTHEWS (74) who has 
just entered Reading University to do a B.Sc., and NEILL RUSSELL- 
SMITH (70) has just completed his second year of a B.A. in Textile 
Marketing and Management at Leeds University. ADAM POPE (68) 
is completing an M. Phil. in Integrated Resource Survey at Reading 
University, while brother JEREMY (71) is studying Agriculture at Wye 
College. 


STEVEN HAYDEN (71) is in London doing Accountancy Articles, while 
ROB MONTGOMERY (70) is doing his Bankers’ exams and working 
for the Royal Bank of Scotland near Edinburgh. 


NICK FINNERON (67) is with -Avon Cosmetics in London and has 
joined the Honourable Artillery Company, one of Britain’s crack terri- 
torial regiments. In 1974 he won the H.AC. Rifle Championship at 
Bisley. His brother, TIM FINNERON (68) is a Flight Lieutenant in 
the R.A.F. and at present he is flying helicopters for the Sultan of Oman's 
Air Force, to which he has been temporarily seconded. 


MIKE COHLER (69) has recently completed a Ph.D. in Nuclear Physics 
at the University of London. He writes .. . “Last year I was lucky 
enough to be invited to participate in an experiment at the Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, U.S.A. This is quite 
a remarkable town some 50 miles from Knoxville, which was built 
from scratch during World War Il, solely for the purpose of making 
enriched uranium and plutonium for the Manhattan Project, i.e. the 
Atom Bomb. Originally the whole town was enclosed in a security 
fence, but now it is just America’s ‘Science City’, with the only security 
points at the Uranium Enrichment centres and the National Laboratory 
centre itself. Needless to say, I have nothing to do with A-Bombs, 
or Uranium or even Nuclear reactors, but am just a pure nuclear physi- 
cist who studies the properties of the atomic nucleus using the facilities 
of the Cyclotron there. Our Nuclear Group at King’s is also fortunate 
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in being able to use the facilities at Harwell, where we use the variable 
energy cyclotron and the six-million volt Tandem Van Den Graaf 
accelerator. In the past two months I have done two experiments on 
the Radial Ridge cyclotron at Birmingham University.” 

JULIAN MENASHE (73) is doing a degree in Chemical Engineering at 
London University and is enjoying living in London, while JOHN 
WULFSOHN (69) proved the sincerity of his radical beliefs by kicking 


a policeman in Trafalgar Square. He was arrested for that. Perhaps 


there is no connection, but he is now doing a course in Drama at Birming- 
ham University. NICK MORLEY-SMITH (70) continues to do well 
in his medical training at King’s College, London. 

JOHN ROBERTS (68) is doing a post-graduate course in Personnel 
Management at Cardiff University and is the top squash player in the 
Welsh Universities. He has been learning a lot of squash from his 
coaching sessions with England’s No. 2 Player recently. PETER 
LOBEL (69) is in London, working for Spiller’s the bakers, and learning 
some new tricks to bring home fer the family firm. ROBIN FLEMING 
(73) is in his second year of teacher training, and is about to go for 
his second teaching practice, this time to a comprehensive school in 
Birmingham with over 2000 pupils. Rather different to the village 
school where he taught last time! He has been playing excellent hockey, 
and was recently selected for the South of England U21 side. 

JAMES WARD (61) writes .. . “We are now permanently based here in 
Antwerp, with all the advantages of living in Europe. The job is full of 
interest and excitement and we would love to see any Old Boys’ who 
are passing through this way. We intend to visit Rhodesia next Christ- 
mas to see friends and family once again.’ MIKE SALEM (69) has 
gone to settle in Israel — he is another who urges any passing Old Boys? 
to get in touch with him. His parents in Salisbury have all details of 
his whereabouts, for those interested. 

TIM SOULLIER (74) is studying Clothing Technology at Hollings College 
in Manchester. ROBERT JACKSON (64) has been working for the 
past year in the E.E.C. Commission in Brussels in the private office 
of Sir Christopher Soames, which he has found an interesting experience. 
He got married last summer (q.v.). : 

There is a long letter from BRIAN DARLING (70) giving news of his 
latest movements. He writes... “I was transferredearly this year to 
our head office here in Paris to work in the Technical Department. It 
makes a change from the jungles of Borneo where I have been servicing 
offshore oil rigs for the past fifteen months. I find my new post exciting 
as it is the centre of a world-wide operation and we are constantly in 
touch with all our branches. And of course just to live in Paris is an 
experience in itself: I have a flat about ten minutes’ walk from the 
Eiffel Tower and two minutes from the office. The only thing that 
worries me is the prospect of being posted to another assignment. 1 
don't feel ready to head for Abu Dhabi or Libya just yet!” 
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PAUL KEUSTERMAN (58) is with a company in Antwerp and is 
married with two children. 


CLIVE LE PATOUREL (66) is a representative for a tobacco company 
in Viterbo, Italy, and is married. 


RHODESIA 


F.O.B.S. chairman JOHN HENDRIE (62) is with Rhodox in Salisbury 
and has recently bought a house in Highlands. Other committee mem- 
bers are DAVE LONG (69) who is in his final year of a part-time law 
degree at U.R. and who has, until recently, been on the staff at St, John’s 
Prep. School, PETER GORDON (62) who is partner in a Chiropractor 
practice in Salisbury and still manages to avoid entering the marriages 
list in this publication each year, BRIAN BIRLEY (65) is with Metal 
Box Co., and the newest addition to the committee, PATRICK MAV- 
ROS (71) divides his time between management work for Lobel's 
Bakeries and serving wih the Selous Scouts. 


We have recently heard news of two founder members of the F.O.B.S. — 
ALAN POWNALL (56) is in the Estate.agency business in Salisbury, 
while DAVID BRUCE (55) is the representative in Rhodesia for a 
pharmaceutical company. Another veteran is DIGBY POCOCK (57) 
who is in the Economic Branch of the C.I.D., and is based in Salisbury. 
There are many Old Boys’ in the Police, both in the regular force and 
doing their spell of National Service. IAIN LAING (57) is Member-in- 
Charge, Gwanda, and is now a Chief Inspector. MALCOLM WINTER 
(60) is an Inspector attached to the Support Unit, and NIGEL FAW- 
CETT (72) is a Patrol Officer based at Essexvale. So far he has been 
tactful enough to avoid ticketing any of those who taught him a few 
years ago! CHRIS TAYELOR (74) and JULIAN PELLATT (73) 
have both recently completed their spell of National Service and are 
bound for U.R. and U.C.T. respectively. : 

GARTH ELLIS (64) is at Beit Bridge, working for Shell, and JEREMY 
MUSSON (58) is back in Salisbury as a Director of the same company. 
HOWARD WOOLFORD (57) who also works for Shell, has recently 
been transferred from Bulawayo to Malawi. 

Several Old Falcons’ have had the distinction of representing Rhodesia 
in various sports over the past year. TERRY CHAMNEY (67) and 
ROB HALSTED (69) both played in the front row of the Rhodesian 
Rugby Team, while IAN HAYES (74) and DES VAN JAARSVELD 
(71) played Hockey for the National Side. 

At the University of Rhodesia are SIMON GRAY (74) who is doing a 
degree in Accountancy, and ANDREW VAN ZYL (74) who is in the 
first intake of students in the new Engineering Faculty 

BARBARA ADLARD (73) shared the course prize in the Faculty of 
Pharmacy last year and goes on to finish this year. 
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DEREK WILSON (60) is Managing Director of Food Corporation in 
Rhodesia, and he became a father recently (q.v.). His wife, Pat; is in 
her final year of study for the F.R.C.O.G. at Harari Hospital. NIALL 
DAVIDSON (64) is also with Food Corporation and he has recently 
got married. Niall has played some very good hockey over the past 
year and has been on the verge of making the Rhodesian team. 

‘DUMBO’ MILNE (58) is growing tea in the Eastern Highlands and he 
has a nephew among the current generation of Falcon boys. ADRIAN 
TONKIN (72) is at The University of Rhodesia, where he is doing a 
law degree, and a recent B.Sc. graduate is PETER AYLWARD (72). 
ROBERT HOPE-HALL (72) is married and a father, and he is in the 
Marketing Division of B.A.T. PETER JOHNSON (58) is the Client 
Service Director for an advertising company in Salisbury. There are 
several budding Chartered Accountants in Salisbury doing their articles 
— _among them NIGEL LAING (67), CHRIS WRATHALL (73) and 
BILL MACKENZIE (72). ROBIN ROPER (72) went overseas after 
leaving school, but he has now returned to Rhodesia and is working 
in an Estate Agency in Salisbury. TONY MIDDLETON (70) has 
completed his course at Gwebi, and got married, so that he feels he is 
entirely prepared to go farming. 

ADRIAN LOMBARD (71) and MALCOLM HAYES (70) are both 
close to qualifying as Doctors at the University of Rhodesia. Their 
interests are ornithology and music respectively. NEIL ‘GRANNY’ 
SMITH (73) is doing a B.Acc. at University of Rhodesia and, along 
ig PETE AYLWARD (72) has been playing rugby for the University 
st XV. i 4 

DEREK WAKEFIELD (73) and MIKE MACKENZIE (73) are at the 
Teachers’ College in Bulawayo: they are both specialising in secondary 
school work, and both play for T.T.C. Hockey Team. 

MIKE BONTHRONE and COLIN CRESSWELL (both 74) have both 
completed their year of practical experience on farms and they-are due 
to start their courses at Gwebi this year. 

Among the current crop of National Servicemen are DAVE STEDMAN 
(70) and MICK HOWE-ELY (68) who have been awarded commissions. 
Dave was a member of the unit that managed to destroy some 20000 
acres of grazing while they were on exercises near Balla Balla Peak, but 
he denies any personal responsibility. After completing his spell of 
National Service, he plans to work for A.E. & C.l. CHARLES WRIG- 
LEY (74) is a corporal for a year before going to Wits University to 
do Engineering. 

JANE TAYLOR (70) is, so far as we know, the only Old Boy to have 
‘occupied a bed in a maternity hospital, and we congratulate her on 
the birth of her daughter, Andrea, on 15th January, 1976. Jane is 
martied to Dr. Sandy Kirk, and they live-in Bulawayo. Her sister 
PRUE (72) is teaching at Lilfordia and plans to go. overseas in mid- 
1976. 


78 


DUNCAN FLEMING (57) is Managing Director of McCullagh & Both- 
well in Bulawayo, and he has been instrumental in restoring the popular 
Ist XI Cricket Fixture against the Stragglers for the 1976 season. 
PADDY THOMAS (61) is farming near Nyamandhlovu, but he must 
have a capable assistant as he seems to spend most of his time in Bula- 
wayo. 


Any visitors to the Mlibizi fishing camp, on the headwaters of Lake 
Kariba, will find that Mine Host is none other than MIKE JOHNSON 
(66) and his wife Christine. If one is unsuccessful with rod and line, 
Mike is kind enough to arrange a cold-bag full of I. & J. frozen bream 
with which to impress gullible wives. 


GARTH BARRETT (63) appeared in last September's Government 
Gazette and we quote the citation: 


MEMBER OF THE LEGION OF MERIT (MLM) (COMBATANT 
DUTIES) 


“MAJOR GARTH JOHN MARK BARRETT, C SQUADRON THE 
SPECIAL AIR SERVICE REGIMENT. 


For distinguished service in a combatant role in the north east 
border area. Major Barrett, whilst appointed acting officer commanding 
his sub-unit, was required to plan and conduct an attack on a terrorist 
complex. This attack, in order to be successful, demanded extremely 
detailed planning with the benefit of only limited reconnaissance. 
Timings in the execution of the plan were crucial and the achievement 
of the element of surprise was imperative. The attack was a total 
success and all terrorists in the camp were eliminated. Large quantities 
of equipment were captured. 


In a letter to the head, JOHN ROBERTS (69) writes: “After completing 
my B.Econ at Rhodes in 1973, I spent six months working in Zambia 
with an Accounting firm before sailing over to England in order to do 
postgrad diploma in Personnel Management at Cardiff University. I 
arrived in England on a cold mid summers day — June 24th — and 
after a few days in Cornwall visiting relatives, I started working in 
London with Charter Consolidated, hauling in, by tube from Harrow to 
Farringdon every morning. : 


One of the first people I met was David Clark who had been my 
dorm prefect in Founders in 1966. He was working in the secretarial 
depot of Charter dealing with the planning of a copper mine in Zaire 
and was very good to me, showing me London and generally looking 
after me. 
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During the 3 months I spent working in one of Charters Personnel 
Departments, I met Mike Gray (Founders 1964-68), who was working 
in South Korea for a tobacco company who had come over for Ian 


Gray's wedding. Mike was apparently doing very well, but has certainly .« 


filled out during his years since Falcon and certainly would not have been 
able to play scrum-half if requested to. 


Charter very kindly offered me a bursary with which 1 bought 
@ Morris 1100 which cost me £200 and which I sold a year later for 
£176 which was O.K. with me. 


I started at Cardiff on October Ist, 1974, and found that British 
varsity life is rather different from that which I had experienced at Rhodes. 
Meals in Residence were very informal, the students were much more 
radical in their political outlook, and also the standard of sport was 
much lower, I found myself No. 1 in the combined Welsh Universities 
squash side, but the standard was so low that the rest of the side would 
not have made the Rhodes First Team. Squash however, enabled me 
to fly to Dublin for the British Universities Quadrangular (combined 
English vs combined Irish, combined Welsh vs combined Scottish 
Universities teams). By some fluke I beat the Scottish No. 1 (3—0), but 
ran out of energy against the Irish No. 1 losing 2—3 and left early 
before the English No. 1 could give me a thrashing — that wasn’t the 
reason, but undoubtedly it appeared that way! 


The Personnel Course was very stimulating and certainly, in the 
Applied Behavioural Science, of great practical value. I found the 
lecturers extremely well up on their subjects, part of this is due to 
very keen and critical students who keep them on their toes. 


Whilst doing my 8 weeks placement in Industry, I became engaged 
to a girl 'd met at Cardiff University doing Social Administration — 
Wendy Elizabeth Lewis. I wrote my exams in September, we got 
married on October 12th and sailed on the Pendennis Castle on October 
24th for Cape Town. I had been offered a job at Orapa Mine and 
have been here since November 15th, as Personnel Officer (Admin.). 


Rather a lot happened to me in the last sixteen months and 
although I enjoyed my stay overseas, ’'m glad to be back in Africa.’ 


ZAMBIA 


There is a sizeable contingent of Old Boys’ farming in the Mazabuka 
region of Zambia. Amongst them are G. B. H. ROBINSON (67) and 
G. N. H. ROBINSON (66), NED SHENTON (72), TERENCE NEW- 
BIGGING (71) and M. W. ARNOLD (69). The latter has recently 
completed his degree course at Rhodes Universit 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


A recent visitor to Falcon was IAIN PETERS (58) with his wife and 
three children. He had not been back since the day he left and found 
it difficult to get his bearings at all. Jain is Managing Director of his 
own plant hire brokerage firm in Johannesburg. 


Also in Johannesburg are the two FLETCHER brothers. JOHN (65) 
is Personal Assistant to the Managing Director of Interpak, while IAN 
(67) is on the chemical research staff of Nestle. Both are married, and 
Ian has two children. 


On the recent hockey and rugby tour of Natal by Falcon teams, a number 
of Old Boys’ attended the matches. ‘TITCH’ EVANS (58) was there, 
having recently moved to Durban from Zambia, and ALASTAIR 
ANNFIELD (64) who is in banking there. Another banker is STUART 
MACFADYEAN (73) who is at present taking qualifying exams and 
playing good rugby for Old Collegians. ROBIN FILER (62) has moved 
from Johannesburg to Durban and is in the Car-Hire business. He 
has become a father for the second time recently (q.v.). 


GARTH SHIMMIN (63) has his own business now, dealing in African 
Art and Curios. He has two shops and a gallery in Cape Town and 
a wholesale branch in Johannesburg. His firm is called Aspex Africa 
and the gallery in Cape Town is in the new Cavendish Square complex. 
JOHN RANDALL (68) is now married and is employed as a Trade 
and Energy forecaster in Cape Town. 


JOHN GUY (66) graduated last year with a degree in Geology and is 
now working in Pinetown with a concrete structures design company. 
In the same sort of occupation is ALAN HENDRIE (64) who has 
completed his degree in Engineering at Edinburgh University and is 
now in charge of a road construction project in Cape Town. ALISTAIR 
HYATT (72) is working for British Airways in Johannesburg and 
DAVE COVENTRY (72) is believed to be in Saldhana Bay. PETER 
MOSELEY (71) is in his third year of Accountancy Articles in Johannes- 
burg, while IAN HORNBY-SMITH (69) has recently qualified as a 
C.A. in Cape Town and is now planning to go overseas for a couple 
of years to gain experience. Jan, along with MARK ELLIS- 
WILLIAMS (72) has been playing water-polo for Western Province 
this past season. : 


During the Christmas holidays, there was a reunion of members of the 
F.O.B.S. in Durban which was timed to coincide with the Headmaster’ s 
annual visit to Natal. ALASTAIR ANNFIELD (62) who is Branch 
Manager of Hill Samuel, the merchant bankers, was scribe, and supplied 
“The Falcon” with these notes. NICK HAY (62) is with Nedfin, market- 
ing their leasing services — he has apparently given up cricket in favour 
of golf! Dunlops in Durban have two Old Boys’ on their staff — 
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COLIN VAN JAARSVELDT (65) is manager of the marketing services 
division, while ROLY HEUFF (62) is an Industrial Engineer, and the 
proud father of three daughters. IAN REDMAN (65) is in marketing 
with Lion Match Co., while CALEB SMALL (66) is working for Beare 
Bros. MIKE SAMUELS (65) is working in Durban, and has become 
a deep-sea angling addict, MILES JOHNSON (64) is farming at 
Howick: according to him, he does all the work, while brother A.P. 
takes all the money! MIKE (58) and DAVE BOLLEURS (58) were 
the only brothers to attend. Mike is with Mathieson & Ashley in 
Durban, while David has his own insurance broking firm in Margate. 
Another in the insurance field is ROY BARRETT (65) who is to be 
married shortly. “CUBE” GORDON (61) is an accountant with the 
C. G. Smith Sugar Group. Congratulations to FORREST HILL (68) who 
recently won his first full cap for Natal at cricket. ATHOL “BENJIE” 
EVANS (60) is a recent arrival in Natal from Zambia, and he is in 
the B.S..Computer Division in Pinetown. ROB LINDSAY-REA (67) 
is back at Natal University continuing his accountancy studies, while 
DR. GEORGE PEGRAM is a lecturer in the Engineering Department 
of Natal University. 
In a recent letter to the head, PETER PILLANS (65), writes, “. . . Having 
informed you of the commencement of my medical studies at Wits 
University I thought you would like to know that I now have my M.B., 
, B.Ch. degree. I somehow managed firsts in all my final year subjects 
and was one of three out of one hundred and eighty seven students to 
graduate cum laude. This is a rare honour at our University and the 
praise must go to Falcon for providing the original solid foundation 
of my education. 

My offspring total rose to two in January when my wife gave birth 
to a fine son. 


I am currently doing my Internship at the Johannesburg General 
Hospital under Prof. de Plessis.” 


S.A. UNIVERSITIES 
PIETERMARITZBURG 


MIKE WORTHINGTON (70) is nearing the end of his Agriculture 
. degree and is playing League Squash in Natal. MARK HODGES (71) 
has €ompleted his third year of B.Comm. and has been Chairman of 
the Comm. Council. The latter job earned him a trip to Venice for a 
Commerce Students’ conference last year. He swims for Natal Univer- 
sity and plays water-polo for Pietermaritzburg. SIMON NEWETT (73) 


a 
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is in second year Agriculture and is a keen oarsman. Also rowing is 


CHRIS GRUNDY (72) who has completed his final year of B.Comm. 
-and plans to do Accountancy Articles in Cape Town in 1976. NICK 


ARKELL (73) has also caught the rowing bug when he is not working 
for his degree in Agriculture. JIM MOUBRAY (69) qualified in 1973, . 
but he was seen recently in Pietermaritzburg returning to compete in 
his fifth Comrades’ Marathon. We hear that he even managed to 
finish! BRUCE DODD (70) is a recent graduate who has now returned 
to Rhodesia to do his National Service in the Police. SULIAN ANDER- 
SON (73) started at Durban, but has now moved to Pietermaritzburg 
where he is studying Agricultural Engineering. 


At Durban, STUART McCAFFERTY (73) is doing a B.A. after spending 


a year selling insurance. At the other end of his course is PIET 
MAARSCHALEK (71) who has completed his B.Sc. in Civil Engineering, 
and ROBERT STRINGFELLOW (72) who now plans to add a teaching 
diploma to his B.A. Robert has been playing tennis for Natal Univer- 
sity. DEAN BARNES (71) is in his third year of Engineering while 
NESTOR PIERIDES (72) has just completed his B.;Comm, ROBERT 
BURNS (65-67) has completed his M.Sc. in Physics and is now embark- 
ing upon a Ph.D. 


WITS UNIVERSITY 


ANTHONY SPEARING (74) obtained concessional entry into second 


year at Wits, where he is doing Civil Engineering. CLIVE SCHWARTZ 
(73) was at Prize Giving at Falcon last year, and he appears to be. 
enjoying his medical course at Wits, even though it leaves him with 
very little. free time. BRIAN FORSSMAN (73) and KEITH JOHN- 
SON (71) are both in second year at Wits, studying Engineering and 
Commerce respectively. 


U.C.T. 


ANDY DU TOIT (72) is in second year Medicine and has been swimming 


for the University, while JEREMY SANFORD (72) is in the second 
year of his Law degree. PAUL MOSELEY and JULIAN PELLATT 
(both 73), having completed their National Service, are in first year 
B.Comm. and B.A. respectively. JOHN TURNER (73) has done a 
year’s B.Sc. and joined the school expedition to the Okovango swamps 
this year. OLIVER HICKMAN (73) and PAUL SEFTEL (71) are 
both doing the B.Bus. Sci. course. MIKE CANT (71) has completed 


- his fourth year of Architecture and is playing a lot of hockey. He 


was recently on tour in Europe with Neville Berman’s team, which 
was composed largely of Springboks past and present. MILES DIVETT 
(72) has given up his Chemical Engineering course and is now doing 
a degree in Law. ANDERS CHRISTENSEN (72), on the other hand, 
is continuing with his Chem. Eng. and is in his third year. . 
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RHODES 
A recent graduate is PAUL MAARSCHALK (72) who has completed 
his degree in History and is now doing a Teaching Diploma. JAN 
* CORBRIDGE (72) is another teacher-in-the-making who has completed 
his degree in Physical Education. His squash earned him a place in 
the Rhodes Ist Team. CHARLES PRENTICE (73) is doing a B.Comm. 
after having spent a year in the B.S.A.P. on National Service. — 


NORTH AMERICA and FAR EAST 


BRYAN GALLOW (66) is working for the Export Development Cor- 
poration in Ottawa, Canada, and has recently become a father (q.v.). 

ANTHONY BRAITHWAITE (68) has qualified as a Doctor and was 
married recently in Canada (q.v.). 

MARTIN ‘MULTY’ HALL (58) has recently moved from Johannesburg 
to Saskatoon, where he is still with I.B.M. He promises to write an 
article for the Falcon on his experiences in Canada before long. 

JOHN SPARKS (74) writes from Ashland, Oregon: “This is a quaint 
little town of about 15 000. Its only industries are the Southern Oregon 
State College (about 4 of the entire population) and the Oregon Shakes- 
pearean Festival which draws about a quarter-million tourists every year. 
The Festival is the only one of its kind in the U.S, and it is currently 
in its summer season. There are two theatres, one of which is an 
Elizabethan-style structure. built to the exact specifications of the For- 
tune Theatre of 1599. Everything in Ashland is geared to Shakespeare 
and, ‘Merrie England’. The houses and shops on Main Street have 
Tudor facades and every second door opens into a Dickensian Curio 
Shop. The town tapers away downhill to Lithia Park, where off- 
white swans swim on a muddy miniature Thames which is overlooked 
by a brick-faced hovel called ‘Ye Olde Pubbe’. John is now a first 
year student at the University of Oregon. 

KIT CUMINGS (60) has left the Hong Kong Police and is now a broad- 
caster with Radio Hong Kong. He is married and has a young son. 
He is still playing a good deal of sport and has represented Hong Kong 
at cricket and rugby. 

BARRY WILSON (61) is Chief Executive Director for Coty Cosmetics 
(Far East) and is based in Tokyo. He would be delighted to see any 

old Falcon whe might be passing though Tokyo. 

_ EUGENE COHLER (73) is at the University of Toronto, where he has 

done very well in his first year, earning a place on the Dean’s Prize 
List and winning a scholarship for his second year. He is studying 
Engineering. 

NIGEL ASHBY (63) has now added a U.E.D. to his B.A. and is a House- 
master at All Souls College, Charters Towers, North Queensland. The 
School is sited on an old gold mine and there are many scenes that 
remind Nigel of Falcon in the nineteen fifties. He is coaching rugby 
league and says that very little Rugby Union is played in the area. 
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FALCON COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ 
SOCIETY 


INAME): (Capitals please)! scec.icscocsenncinnedncasensiaccenacieuiionininastount an 


Wars at HAlCON: Acierts csccccesnccassanmn ton comcma nieimaanemannimennenie dane oe 
Delete where necessary: 

IT am already a Member of the Old Boys’ Society. 

I do/do not wish to become a Life Member of the Old Boys’ Society. 


I enclose $10,50 to the Old Boys’ Society, which will entitle me to 
receive each issue of The Falcon and become a Life Member of the 
Society, 


The following is my permanent address until further notice: 
(Please specify if The Falcon should be sent to an alternative address) 


ceerecrercesecececcneeecestenenses/sneeerenteeedcceseesseeoesteeeerseetsegecentteeeseeneneereeetseeeesueneesterenseaseertesenteeccncieesssecenaenenerseeeeetesennscueaaqenaerstaneet 
aeeneseceecceenencenerecereee-eceneesnecuarcecen seneseiece scene -$eeestecencatOEeeerereeseeensseasssseceecetternseareegenensneccscscceeccrerensneneesseeneecanantenenereeeesteeees, 


seessccecssonsvevecenssoscecsnesnseseosensesceieseseronsonenanes souensereacebeesereneassaleccenasnsceasestsaseneracegeaseascesensesceeteoseatsccssonscuasoneageassceseorssseaaes 


NEWS 


(Please give news of yourself and other Old Boys’ you have seen, and 
address to: The Chairman, Falcon College Old Boys’ Society, P.O, Box 
A337, Avondale, Salisbury, Rhodesia). 


